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Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of semantic synonymy in the linguistic
thought of Imam Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Qasim al-Anbari (d. 328 AH),
aiming to clarify his critical and applied stance on this major linguistic issue, while
analyzing his attributed and unattributed dialectal evidence.

The research reveals al-Anbari's distinctive, nuanced approach to dealing with
synonymy; In its theoretical dimension, al-Anbari tends to deny the originality of
synonymy (complete correspondence in the origin of language), attributing the
multiplicity of words for a single concept to two scientific paths: the path of
"attributive adjectives and adverbials," such as "blessed" and "rewarded," and the
path of "subtle differences and contrasts,” such as "hungry” and "satiated.”
However, in its practical and empirical dimension, al-Anbari agreed with the
majority of linguists in affirming synonymy and attributing it to the cause of
"dialectal differences among Arab tribes" and the linguistic contact that fused these
multiple words into a single, eloquent Arabic language.

On the level of argumentation, the study showed that poetic evidence represents a
major applied pillar for al-Anbari; he expanded the acceptance of synonymy within
eloquent oral texts to accommodate the breadth of languages or to achieve verbal
and musical artistry. The analysis also demonstrated the equivalence of
unattributed dialectal evidence (of unknown origin) with that of attributed evidence
in terms of its semantic weight and validity as evidence, since the primary criterion
for him lies in the soundness of the transmission and the conformity of the wording
to the rules of classical Arabic. The research concluded by affirming the scholarly
value of al-Anbari's works, such as "al-Zahir" and "al-Mudhakkar wal-Mu'annath,"
in enriching semantic guidance.

Keywords: (Ibn al-Anbari, linguistic synonymy, linguistic semantics, dialectal
variations).
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