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The effectiveness of literary intertextuality in the poetry of lament
for the cities and kingdoms of Andalusia during the Taifa and
Almoravid periods

Bilal Hamid Falah Prof. Dr. Sadiq Battal Hawran
University of Anbar / College of Arts
Bil23a1017@uoanbar.edu.iq
Se.ba.ho.72@uoanbar.edu.iq

Abstract

This research falls within the field of literary and cultural criticism, focusing
on the effectiveness of intertextuality in elegiac poetry about Andalusian cities
during the Taifa and Almoravid periods. It uses pre-Islamic poetry as a reference
model to uncover the mechanisms of textual overlap and its artistic and cultural
implications. The researcher sought to trace the presence of pre-Islamic texts in
Andalusian elegies, considering them a cultural heritage that contributed to shaping
the expressive and emotional structure of this poetic genre.

The study began by identifying patterns of thematic intertextuality, particularly the
evocation of loss, ruin, and longing for home—central themes in pre-Islamic poetry
that Andalusian poets revived to express the tragedy of the fall of cities and the loss
of places, reflecting the unity of human emotion across time. The research then
explored figurative intertextuality, through the evocation of images of ruins, empty
dwellings, and standing upon abandoned houses, and the symbolic connotations
these carry, embodying defeat, bitterness, and sorrow.

The research also examined linguistic and stylistic intertextuality, highlighting the
use of powerful vocabulary and pre-Islamic structures with strong rhythms, given
their effect in reinforcing the mournful and protesting tone in elegiac texts.
Furthermore, it explored the value-based intertextuality manifested in the
invocation of concepts such as courage, loyalty, pride, and patience, values that
constituted a shared cultural foundation between pre-Islamic and Andalusian
poetry.

The research concludes that the intertextuality with pre-Islamic poetry was not a
mere formal invocation or rigid imitation, but rather an active and productive force
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in generating meaning. It contributed to deepening the tragic dimension of the
elegies for Andalusian cities and endowed them with an expressive and cultural
power that enabled them to document the historical and emotional experience of
the Andalusians during moments of defeat and collapse.

Keywords: (Literary intertextuality, pre-Islamic poetry, lament for cities).
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