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Guiding the Meaning of the Reason for Recitation and its Impact
on Hadith and Jurisprudential Understanding: An Analytical
Study of the Hadith
(Whoever Prays a Prayer Without Reciting the Opening Chapter
of the Quran)

M.M. Hikmat Asaad Mahmoud, Prof. Dr. Ayad Kamel Ibrahim Al-
Zibari
University of Zakho / College of Humanities / Department of
Islamic Studies

Abstract

This research presents an analytical hadith study of the hadith narrated by Abu
Hurairah (may God be pleased with him): “Whoever prays a prayer without
reciting the Opening Chapter of the Quran, it is incomplete.” It sheds light on the
methodology of employing the “reason for recitation” and its impact on guiding
jurisprudential and hadithic meanings. The research problem manifests itself in the
practical issue of reciting the Fatihah behind the imam, and the apparent
contradiction between the texts regarding its absolute obligatory nature and the
texts regarding listening attentively. The research seeks to uncover how the
“governing context” invoked by the noble companion operates to resolve this issue
and guide the ruling towards the correct interpretation. The study adopted the
"analytical hadith methodology," tracing the chains of transmission (isnad) of the
hadith in the primary sources and verifying their authenticity. It also analyzed the
significance of key terms in the research, such as "al-khidaj" (defectiveness), and
its relation to the validity or invalidity of worship. The research concluded with
sound scientific findings, most notably: that the "reason for transmission" (Abu al-
Sa'ib's question) was not merely a random occurrence, but rather a semantic key
that shifted the text from a general statement to a practical application, mandating
silent recitation. The research also revealed the Companions' skill in establishing
inferential connections between "Prophetic texts and hadith qudsi" (divine hadith),
considering the supplication a necessary condition preventing the omission of the
Fatiha (opening chapter of the Quran) for any worshipper. Furthermore, the study
demonstrated that the "contextual clues" accompanying the narration (such as the
arm gesture and the call in Persian) served as educational and cognitive tools that
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helped overcome intellectual stagnation and activate emotional connection,
preparing the learner's mind to receive the pivotal ruling. The study emphasizes the
necessity of activating "contextual understanding" and exploring the reasons for
transmission as an essential methodological tool when dealing with hadith texts
that appear contradictory.

Keywords: (Reasons for the Hadith, Surah Al-Fatihah, Guidance of the meaning).
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