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Abstract

This study examines the geopolitical and connectivity role of the Al-Faw Peninsula
in enhancing Iraq’s strategic position, given that it represents the country’s only
maritime outlet to the Arabian Gulf. Due to the limited length of its coastline and
the shallow nature of its waters, Iraq faces a persistent geopolitical and connectivity
dilemma that has constrained its economic and commercial interaction with the
regional and international environment and increased its reliance on the ports of
neighboring countries.

The research seeks to analyze the geographical and geopolitical position of the Al-
Faw Peninsula within Iraq’s national framework and to clarify the impact of the
limited Iraqi coastline on shaping the country’s connectivity and geopolitical
policies. It also examines the current status of Iraqgi ports in the Arabian Gulf, with
particular emphasis on assessing the strategic importance of the Grand Al-Faw Port
as a pivotal project capable of bringing about a qualitative transformation in Iraq’s
connectivity position and strengthening its role as a logistical corridor linking East
and West.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, relying on the analysis of
geographical, economic, and geopolitical data, in addition to official sources and
previous studies. The findings indicate that activating the geopolitical role of the
Al-Faw Peninsula—particularly through the completion and operation of the Grand
Al-Faw Port—would contribute to alleviating Iraq’s maritime confinement and
enhancing its economic and strategic standing at both the regional and international
levels, provided that the natural, political, and security challenges associated with
the location are effectively addressed.

Keywords: (Al-Faw Peninsula, Geopolitics, Iragi ports).
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