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Abstract
The researcher adopted a descriptive approach using a cross-sectional study
methodology. The current study focused on public primary school students in
Baghdad, on both the Karkh and Rusafa sides, during the 2025-2026 academic year.
The study sample consisted of 180 children (30 children per age group, ranging from
6 to 11 years old), equally divided between males and females. To achieve the
research objectives, the researcher used an instrument to measure children's
understanding of autism spectrum disorder. This instrument comprised three main
components: the children's concept of autism spectrum disorder, their expectations
regarding the inclusion of a classmate with autism, and the degree to which they
dehumanize the child. The researcher verified the psychometric properties of the
instrument in terms of validity and reliability by presenting it to a group of experts in
educational and psychological sciences, as well as using appropriate statistical
methods to derive reliability indicators. After administering the instrument to the
research sample and collecting and statistically analyzing the data using the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS), the study reached the following
conclusions: a statistically significant development in children's understanding of
autism spectrum disorder according to the age variable, favoring older children; a
lower level of dehumanization among older children compared to younger children; a
higher level of desire to include peers with autism among older children; and some
statistically significant differences according to the gender variable in some
components of the scale.
Keywords: (Children's thinking, Autism spectrum disorder).
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