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Abstract

The July 1952 Revolution marked a turning point in the history of the
student movement in Egypt. Students expressed their support through their
extensive participation in demonstrations, writings, and cultural activities. Many
students also volunteered for various tasks, such as maintaining security,
organizing festivals, and participating in awareness campaigns. They demanded
changes to university names, the abolition of princely and noble titles from the
royal family, and the withdrawal of foreign forces. However, the government, keen
on maintaining internal stability, prohibited students from assembling or
demonstrating without prior authorization. Furthermore, new student unions were
formed under government control. The military government also established
student training camps, providing them with facilities, equipment, and instructors
to train them in military arts, intending to use them as leverage in negotiations with
Britain. Some university students joined the National Guard, forming civilian units
trained in military and civil defense operations. Other students joined the
Liberation Organization, which was formed by the government. Subsequently, the
Liberation Institute and the Liberation Organization's youth wing were established,
with some university professors and students contributing to their management.
The student organizations held seminars and conferences to attract the largest
possible number of students. Despite this, some dissenting voices remained,
accusing the authorities of attempting to dominate and control educational policy.
Criticism at that time focused on three main areas/ the student regulations, the
university security forces, and disciplinary councils. Communist students and
Muslim Brotherhood students were the two main pillars of the student movement,
opposing most of the policies, measures, and legislation adopted by the authorities.
They paid the price for this confrontation, with students from both organizations
facing harassment, surveillance, and sometimes arrests.

Keywords: (Student stance, July Revolution, Egypt) .
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