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Abstract

This study examines the dualities of antithesis in the poetry of the Iragi poet Fahmi Al-
Saleh. It seeks to uncover the structure that constitutes the fundamental core of his poetic
experience. For him, poetic discourse is always based on a constant tension between
opposites, such as existence and nonexistence, life and death, black and white, and love
and war. This study relied on an analytical approach to reveal how the poet employs these
dualities as an artistic tool, on the one hand, and as a semantic tool that expresses the
depth of human consciousness, on the other. Dualities convey the internal conflict
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between the self and reality, and poetry, in turn, transforms this contradiction into an
aesthetic energy that reveals human suffering in the face of various existential
transformations. The study also demonstrates how the poet masters these dualities. The
study concludes that the presence of dualities in Fahmi Al-Saleh's poetry is not merely a
formal linguistic phenomenon, but rather an intellectual structure that reveals man's
struggle with himself and with the world.

Keywords: (Modern poetry, dualities, semantics).
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