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The Crime of Rumor Spreading in Cyberspace: An Analytical Study in
Light of Social Work
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Abstract
This study addresses the crime of rumor spreading in cyberspace as one of the most
serious contemporary social challenges. Technological development and social media
have provided a fertile environment for the widespread circulation and spread of fake
news. The research aims to analyze the nature of electronic rumors and uncover their
psychological, social, security, and economic repercussions, while highlighting the role
of social work in confronting them through preventive, awareness-raising, and
therapeutic methods.
The research adopted a descriptive analytical approach based on contemporary Arab and
foreign sources. It concluded that electronic rumors are no longer merely a passing
individual behavior, but have transformed into a social crime that undermines
individuals' trust in institutions, disrupts family relationships, and disintegrates the
societal structure. The results confirmed that combating this phenomenon requires
concerted efforts between social, legal, and media institutions, while activating the role
of social workers in raising community awareness, promoting media literacy, and
enacting flexible and deterrent legislation.
Thus, the research contributes to providing a comprehensive vision that helps decision-
makers and community service professionals develop effective strategies to mitigate the
risks and negative effects of electronic rumors.
Keywords: (electronic rumor, cyberspace, social repercussions, social service).
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