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Abstract

The oil sector in Basra Governorate contributes to the implementation of development
projects for local areas affected by oil industry operations. These projects are known as
"social benefits." This research aims to study the developmental dimensions of social
benefit projects provided by oil sector companies in the governorate, particularly those
involved in oil, gas, and refining, during the period 2018-2024. Therefore, the study is
structured around two main themes. The first examines the social benefits in the health,
education, housing, and recreational sectors in Basra Governorate. The second theme
explores the geographical distribution of social services (health, education, housing, and
recreation) provided by major industries in Basra Governorate, especially the oil sector.
The oil, gas, and refining sector's contributions across various sectors—health,
education, housing, and recreation—are diverse. The total number of social benefit
projects in the health sector reached 91, while the education sector saw 99 projects.
Regarding the housing sector, oil sector companies constructed a total of 2,367
residential units. The total number of land plots distributed to employees of the oil
sector reached 17,155. Recreational projects numbered 35. Regarding the geographical
distribution of services by sector, the residential sector (land plots and houses) ranked
first with 17,155 and 2,367 projects respectively. The education sector came in second
with 99 projects, followed by the health sector in third place with 91 projects. The
recreational sector ranked last with 35 projects. As for the geographical distribution of
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services by administrative unit, Al-Zubair district ranked first with 7,788 projects,
followed by Shatt al-Arab district in second place with 6,603 projects, Basra district in
third place with 4,905 projects, Al-Haritha district in fourth place with 396 projects, and
Al-Madina district in fifth place with 20 projects. The districts of Al-Dayr, Abi al-
Khasib, Al-Sadiq, and Al-Qurna followed in subsequent ranks. The last one, with (9, 8,
7, 6, 5) projects respectively .

Keywords: (Geographical analysis, social benefits, oil sector).
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