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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the orientation towards decentralization, according
to Ludwig von General Systems Theory, among primary school principals in Baghdad
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Governorate. The research population included all primary school principals in Baghdad
Governorate (Al-Rusafa 1st, 2nd, and 3rd districts) for the academic year 2024-2025,
totaling 1358 principals. The research sample consisted of 300 principals, representing
22% of the total population. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher
developed a scale to measure orientation towards decentralization based on Ludwig von
General Systems Theory (1968), the main founder of this theory. The scale comprises
five domains: (1) Inclusiveness and Delegation of Authority (5 items); (2)
Administrative Flexibility (4 items); (3) Community-Administrative Partnership (5
items); (4) Decision-Making (4 items); and (5) (Resource utilization (inputs and
outputs)), consisting of (3) items. The researcher developed items whose responses
would be suitable for school principals, with feasibility and consideration for the time
allotted for administering the scale. The total number of items was (21). After review by
experts, all items were retained in the scale in light of the theoretical concept of
decentralization.

Keywords: (Decentralization, Primary School Principals).
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