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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the effectiveness of Project-Based Learning (PBL) in
developing literary text comprehension skills among middle school students in Irag.
A quasi-experimental design was employed, with a sample of 30 students in the
experimental group receiving instruction through PBL and 30 students in the control
group taught using traditional methods. A literary comprehension test was used as the
primary instrument, with reliability verified through Cronbach’s alpha. Data were
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analyzed using mean scores, standard deviation, T-tests, and effect size (Cohen’s d).
The results revealed statistically significant differences in favor of the experimental
group in the post-test, with a performance improvement of 56.7% compared to 12.3%
for the control group. Analysis of the three domains (general comprehension, literary
analysis, and aesthetic appreciation) also showed clear superiority for the
experimental group, with a very large effect size (Cohen’s d = 2.36). These findings
confirm the effectiveness of PBL in enhancing literary comprehension skills,
fostering critical thinking, and promoting active student engagement. The study
highlights the importance of adopting Project-Based Learning in middle school
literature education to support active learning and holistic knowledge construction.

Keywords: (Project-based learning, literary comprehension, literary analysis skills).
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