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Abstract

This study addressed the effect of diacritical marking on the meaning of the hadith in the
book Ithaf al-Hathith bi-lrab ma Yushkil min Alfaz al-Hadith by Abu al-Baga al-Ukbari
al-Hanbali (d. 616 AH), the book Shawahid al-Tawdih wa-I-Tas-hih li-Mushkilat al-Jami
al-Sahih by Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH), and the book Uqud al-Zabarjad by al-Suyuti (d. 911
AH). It examined the problematic lexical items that arose due to the alternation between
damma (nominative ending) and fatha (accusative ending), and discussed the opinions of
scholars regarding them.

Diacritical marking reveals the semantic value of syntactic functions present in the
context of the hadith, and this role is manifested in clarifying the intended meaning. It
serves as an indicator that determines the function of each word within the sentence and
prevents confusion between meanings. It plays an essential role in expressing
grammatical relations such as subjecthood and objecthood, among others, since each
diacritical mark performs a function different from that of the others.

Through the descriptive-inductive method, this study sought to investigate the role of
damma and fatha and their effect on the meaning of the hadith. The study cites the word
as it appears in the works of scholars, examines it in its research context, and interprets
the semantic change resulting from the alternation of the final vowel, illustrating how
these diacritical marks contribute to highlighting meanings. The close observer of the role
of vowel marks finds that they are an essential component of both wording and meaning,
being one of the instruments of the Arabic language for distinguishing semantic
meanings. Scholars have relied on them in many hadiths to clarify the intended message.
Thus, the two diacritical marks (damma and fatha) play a prominent role in determining
syntactic meaning and locating it within the context of the hadith, which leads to
syntactic-semantic cohesion between the components of the hadiths. This makes them a
significant factor in avoiding ambiguity, since any error in vowelization may lead to a
complete alteration of the meaning.

Keywords: (Prophetic hadith, semantics, damma, fatha).
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