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Multiple Readings and Textual Deconstruction in the Digital Novel: An
Approach in Light of Modern Reception Theory
Assistant teacher. Rafed Nasser Zubaidi
General Directorate of Education, Dhi Qar Governorate
rafed-owh2002@utg.edu.ig
Abstract
Contemporary literature is witnessing a radical transformation with the rise of the
digital novel, which has broken the boundaries of paper and opened the text to
infinite spaces of interaction and multiple readings. In the age of the screen, the
reader is no longer a passive recipient, but an active participant in constructing and
directing the text, transcending the traditional role of the writer to become a partner
in the production of meaning. Here, the digital experience intersects with reception
theory, founded by Hans Robert Jauss and Wolfgang Iser, which grants the reader
the power to reconstruct the text through their experiences and culture, thus
transforming reading into a creative act parallel to writing.
The theory is based on pivotal concepts such as the horizon of expectation, textual
gaps, and multiple readings, where every text carries multiple potential meanings
that are only realized through the reader's interaction with it. The digital novel
practically embodies this concept; It is a multifaceted and multimedia text,
combining text, images, audio, video, and interactive links, allowing the reader to
choose their path between sections of the text, thus becoming a participating
storyteller who reconstructs the narrative from their own perspective. This is
known as textual deconstruction; the text is no longer a closed, linear unit, but a
living network that changes with the reader's movement, generating a new reading
experience each time.
In light of reception theory, the digital novel is not merely a technological
experiment, but a cultural and aesthetic transformation that redefines the
relationship between the writer, the text, and the reader, making reading an ongoing
dialogue and the text an entity open to countless possibilities.
Keywords: (Digital novel, Reception theory, Multi-reading).
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