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The Development of Helping Behavior in Complex Social Situations Among
Children
Researcher: Haidar Hussein Aziz
Assistant Professor Dr. Munaf Fathi Abdul-Razzaq
University of Baghdad / Ibn Rushd College of Education for Human
Sciences / Department of Educational and Psychological Sciences
Haidar.aziz2302@ircoedu.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Abstract
The current research sample consisted of (200) male and female children from
kindergartens and primary schools in Baghdad Governorate, on both the Karkh and
Rusafa sides, aged (4, 5, 6, 7, and 8) years, with (40) children in each age group, equally
divided between males and females. The researcher adopted the Schumacher et al. (2023)
instrument to measure the development of helping behavior in complex social situations,
after verifying its psychometric properties of validity and reliability, as all items were
distinct and internally consistent through the relationship of each item to the total score.
The researcher verified the reliability of the helping behavior scale using Cronbach's
alpha, yielding a reliability coefficient of 0.841.
The current research yielded the following results:
1-The children in the research sample exhibited a graduated level of ethical helping
behavior, increasing with age from 4 to 8 years.
2-Unethical helping behavior moved in the opposite direction to age development, being
high among younger children (4—6 years) and gradually decreasing among older children
(7-8 years.(
3-The age variable showed statistically significant differences in both ethical and
unethical helping behavior, indicating that age plays a fundamental role in the
development of these two behaviors.
Keywords: (Development, Helping Behavior, Complex Social Situations).
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