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Abstract
This research aims to address the interconnected geopolitical and economic implications
of climate change in Irag and its surrounding region. It includes an analysis of the
interrelated repercussions of climate change on geopolitics and the Iragi economy, as
well as its transboundary effects. The research employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology (multidimensional), combining quantitative data with climatic and water
indicators. It also relies on a qualitative analysis of regional, political, and economic
conflicts. The results show that Iraq, located within the arid and semi-arid zone, is
among the countries most vulnerable to climate change and its risks. Temperatures in
Irag have increased two to seven times the global average. A decrease in per capita
water share was observed, reaching 348 m? in 2023 compared to 2389 m?3 in 2019. This
crisis has intensified, primarily due to the policies of upstream countries, including
Turkey and Iran, through the construction of mega-projects such as the Ilisu Dam and
the GAP project in Turkey, has reduced the flow of water into Iragq by 60-70%, leading
to the drying up of some areas, particularly the southern marshlands, and the
degradation of 92% of agricultural land. The research also highlighted the extent of
conflicts over water and agricultural resources with neighboring countries, increasing
the threat to water and food security due to a 25-35% decline in agricultural production.
These countries have used water as a geopolitical tool, exacerbating internal migration
in Irag and destabilizing social stability. The study recommended strengthening
cooperation between countries by establishing diplomatic platforms under the auspices
of the United Nations to implement climate adaptation policies, creating a national
climate fund, reforming water management, and protecting the fragile ecosystem in the
south, especially the marshes.
Keywords: (Climate Change, Irag, Sustainable Development, Geopolitics).
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