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Abstract
Distance education is a vital tool for achieving sustainable development by ensuring
equitable access to quality education, providing flexibility for learners, and developing
the skills necessary to address environmental, social, and economic challenges. It
supports one of the Sustainable Development Goals: ensuring inclusive and equitable
quality education and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all.
In light of current challenges, distance education allows access to learners in
geographically isolated areas, thus reducing inequalities in access to education.
Furthermore, it provides opportunities for people with disabilities to access education
without the need for commuting.
Distance education also helps develop 21st-century skills, such as critical and creative
thinking and digital skills, which are essential for addressing the challenges of
sustainable development.
In this regard, it is important to highlight the significance of distance education in light
of crises and disasters, such as those that occurred in 2019. With the emergence of a
new disease called COVID-19, international organizations declared it a global
pandemic, necessitating precautionary measures. Schools were subsequently closed due
to the pandemic, forcing them to shift to distance or online learning.
On the other hand, achieving sustainable development requires a range of projects to
translate it from mere theory into practical reality within the education system. Perhaps
the most prominent of these is the United Nations Decade for Sustainable Development,
which aims to equip individuals with the skills necessary to make decisions with both
immediate and future benefits. Furthermore, curricula must be aligned with the needs of
sustainable development, and they must be developed and updated regularly to reflect
changes in the field of sustainable development.
Keywords: (Distance learning, Sustainable development, Challenges).
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