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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the effectiveness of an instructional program based
on the Serious Creativity Theory in improving the achievement of fifth-grade literary
students in history and developing their higher-order thinking skills. The researcher
adopted both descriptive and experimental methods and designed an instructional
program derived from the history textbook for the fifth-grade literary stage, incorporating
teaching strategies, activities, instructional tools, and assessment methods. The program
was validated by a panel of experts. A quasi-experimental design (a non-randomized
control group with pre- and post-tests) was employed.

The research population comprised all fifth-grade literary students in day secondary
schools for boys in Salah al-Din Governorate. The sample consisted of 67 students
distributed into two groups: an experimental group (34 students) and a control group (33
students), with statistical equivalence established in variables such as age, intelligence
level, prior knowledge, previous history grades (fourth grade), parental educational level,
and pre-test scores of higher-order thinking skills.

Two instruments were developed: an achievement test (40 items) and a higher-order
thinking skills test (25 items), both validated for reliability and discrimination. The
researcher taught both groups during the 2024/2025 academic year, and data were
analyzed using SPSS.

The results revealed statistically significant differences at the 0.05 level in favor of the
experimental group in both the achievement test and the post-test of higher-order thinking
skills, as well as significant differences between the pre- and post-tests of higher-order
thinking skills within the experimental group.

Keywords: achievement test, thinking skills, partial control
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