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Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of semantic change in the Arabic language
through a study of Abu Mansur al-Jawaliqi's book, "Takmilat Islah ma Taghalat fihi
al-'Amma" (Supplement to Correcting Common Errors in Arabic). This book
focused on identifying and correcting common linguistic errors among people
during the Abbasid era, according to the standards of Classical Arabic. The research
highlights how the meanings of words change over time due to varying social and
cultural environments, and how al-Jawaliqi addressed these phenomena from a
perspective of preserving the purity of the language.

The research emphasizes that semantic change is a natural phenomenon in all
languages, arising from frequent use and the evolution of life. What al-Jawaliqi
considered an error in meaning or a deviation in usage can be understood today as
semantic evolution reflecting the dynamism of the language and its ability to keep
pace with society. Through analyzing the book's texts, the researcher identified
several examples illustrating how the meanings of certain words shifted.
Sometimes their connotations narrowed to become more specific, while at other
times they broadened to encompass new meanings. Similarly, some words
transformed from their literal to a figurative meaning, or from a connotation of
praise to one of condemnation and vice versa, depending on the social and cultural
context in which they were used.

Keywords: (semantic change, generalization, specification, al-Jawaliqi).
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