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The terms criticism and rhetoric have followed each other throughout history
Dr. Noura Karim Zaghir Al-Fahdawi Surour Ahmed Saeed Awaid
Ministry of Higher Education/University of Technology
Ghufran Ahmed Ismail Mohamed

General Directorate of Education of Baghdad Governorate (Al-Rusafa I)

Abstract:

Criticism and rhetoric are two sides of the same coin, as one cannot be separated from the
other in the Arab heritage until the modern era. The critic cannot deal with a creative work,
whether poetry or prose, without resorting to the mechanisms of rhetoric, such as simile,
metaphor, etc., and through these mechanisms, he reveals what is hidden in the text. Thus,
the text and its creator are judged as being proficient or vice versa. The same is true for the
creator. He cannot be proficient in his work and produce a creative work without
employing the mechanisms of rhetoric, which in turn give his work distinction and
advancement from standard speech. Rhetoric is the magic of speech that transforms an
ordinary text into a poetic, literary text, and the critic His work is associated with this
(literary) text; Therefore, when we return to the roots and search for precedence, we can
consider it a fruitless search, as there is no eloquence without criticism and no criticism
without eloquence.
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