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Abstract
This study focuses on the reign of Emperor Justin.ll (565-578 AD) and his role in

managing the Byzantine Empire. His reign was considered a new transitional phase in
the history of the Byzantine Empire, especially since Justin lacked management and
shrewdness. In his internal policy , the Byzantine Empire was exposed to a severe
financial crisis that he was unable to address. In addition , his reign witnessed an
increase in the intensity of religious conflict and controversy between Christian sects,
especially between the Orthodox sect (following the two natures of Christ) and the
Monophysite sect (following the one nature of Christ).

As for his foreign policy towards the eastern front, it was represented in his conflict
with the Sassanian Empire and the Arab power. His foreign policy was different from
that of his predecessors, the emperors who preceded him. When Justin.ll ascended
the throne of the Byzantine Empire, in the year(572AD), he broke the peace treaty
with the Sassanian Empire that was concluded between his predecessor, Emperor
Justinian. (527-565 AD) and between the Sassanid Emperor Khosrow Anushirvan in
the year (562 AD), and thus the conflict between the two empires broke out again,

which resulted in the Byzantine Empire losing some of its possessions to the
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Sassanids, the most important of which was the city of Dara in the year (573 AD). As
for the Arab power, the conflict was renewed between Byzantium and the Arab
Kingdom of Al-Hirah, allies of the Sassanids, after Emperor Justin.ll refused to
continue paying the annual ransom to the kings of Al-Hirah, which was in effect during
the reign of his predecessor, Emperor Justinian (527-565 AD). On the other hand, the
relationship between the Byzantine Empire and its allies, the Ghassanids, deteriorated
after the tension between Justin.ll and the Ghassanid king, Al-Mundhir ibn Al-Harith
Al-Ghassani. The result of this tension was that the Ghassanids withdrew from the
service of the Byzantine Empire and the alliance with them for a of three Years .
Keywords: (Justin.ll , Sophia , Khosrow Anushirvan , Amr Ibn Al-Mundhir Al-Lakhmi ,
Al-Mundhir Ibn Al-Harith Al-Ghassani).
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