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Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafeed’s Relationship with Britain until 1919
Dr. farah sabir/ Al Karkh University of Science
farahsabir2012@gmail.com

ABSTRACT:

The current paper aims to trace back the stages and nature of Sheikh Mahmoud Al-
Hafeed's (Al-Barzanji) relationship with the British since Britain turned out the first
colonial power in the Middle East until 1919, when Sheikh Mahmoud's first government
fell under the bombardment of British artillery fire, and determining the causes and results
of that anxious and unstable relationship that depicted the dealings between the Kurdish
leader and the British occupation authorities in Irag. The study also focuses on discussing
the reasons for the transformation of British policy towards Sheikh Mahmoud from public
and explicit support for the Kurdish ambitions that Sheikh Al-Hafeed sought to translate on
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the ground in establishing an independent Kurd, to an attempt to curb the Kurdish national
project of which Sheikh Mahmoud was the most prominent figure, and the factors that
paved the way for that project to reach the point of intersection with the British colonial
project regarding redrawing the map of the region.

Key word: (Al-Hafeed, Iraq, Kurdistan, Britain, Miss bill).
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Mosul.

-F.0.,371/3386,PRO(14December 1918): India office Political, Memorandum.
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