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Manifestations of the Eloquence of the Oppressed in Al-Mutanabbi's
Poetry
The Kafouriyat as a Model
Dr. Muhammad Yasser Farak Al-Gharabi
Shatrah University [ College of Education for Girls [ Department of
Arabic Language
Abstract:

This research paper focuses on the “rhetoric of the oppressed” which Al-Mutanabbi used
a lot in his poetry. He was an oppressed poet although he frequented the courts and
royal places of sultans. He was grievously oppressed in Kufah and Baghdad during his
youth and in the Levant during the time of his revolutions and imprisonments. Even in
Aleppo, during the time of Saif-al-Dawlah when he was doing well, he was beaten and
humiliated before the leader he praised. He was also oppressed in Egypt while he was
under the surveillance of Kafur and his spies.

Al-Mutanabbi did not have freedom to express himself. Even when he recited his poem
“Oh My Heart” to blame the man he cherished, the people surrounding Saif-al-Dawlah
were about to kill him and he hardly escaped. He had to hide at a friend’s place and
then he managed to run away.

Then he was faced with a number of staged critical conspiracies and unnecessary literary
arguments with the followers of princes and ministers who were not praised by him such
as Ibn—Khinrabah, Al-Muhallabi, Al-Sahib Bin—Abbad and others. This made him feel a
typical example of an oppressed poet. The paper then examines the bitterness, ridicule,

and disdain he articulated for those who were surrounding him. They were way inferior to
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him and he was like Prophet “Salih in Thamud” as he said, especially in his poetry
against Kafur, the focal point in the research.
Keywords: (Al-Mutanabbi, Al-Mutanabbi’s praise of Kafur, the eloquence of the
oppressed).
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