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Purity in Mesopotamia and Yemen (a comparative study)
Dr. Salama Abdul Ridha Hussein

Center for Basrah and Arabian Gulf Studies

Abstract:

Purity is considered one of the most important rituals of worship, not only in Mesopotamia,
but in all religions of the ancient Near East. It precedes every ritual or devotional act, as
the worship or ritual is not considered complete or acceptable until after purification or

purification has been completed, and purity begins with the purity of the place and
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destination of the temple. Where we find in Mesopotamia and Yemen that purity begins
from the beginning of building the foundations of the temple, and due to the importance of
purity, it was practiced on a daily and seasonal basis, as the temple and the gods were
purified daily and there Seasonal purification on special occasions and holidays.
Worshipers in Mesopotamia and Yemen paid attention to the spiritual and physical purity of
humans by offering various sacrifices and other actions to expel evil spirits, evil, and
demons from humans in cases of illness and other things. There are penal punishments
and expiatory fines imposed on anyone who violates the conditions of purity due to their
importance. Adult.
Keywords: (rituals, purification, running water, temple, gods, purification tools, holidays).
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