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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the impact of the absence of a population census in Iraq
from 1997 to 2024 on development and economic planning, highlighting the political,
security, and technical obstacles that hindered the conduct of population censuses during
this period. The study addresses the impact of the absence of a census on various
development sectors, such as service distribution, economic growth, and social justice, and
examines the challenges associated with demographic changes resulting from the absence
of an accurate database.

The results of the study revealed the increasing negative effects resulting from the
absence of a census, which led to clear knowledge gaps that affected the sustainability of
development plans. The study showed that the absence of a census contributed to
deepening the gap between population growth and resource distribution, in addition to
increasing the challenges of poverty, unemployment, and weak economic investments. The
results also highlighted that the continued absence of a census could lead to future risks to
sustainable development, unless urgent measures are taken to conduct a census and
overcome the obstacles associated with it.

Keywords: (population census, development planning, political obstacles, population

challenges)
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