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Abstract:

The French authorities adopted a variety of strategies to enhance their political and
economic presence in the Ottoman Empire, aiming to achieve their colonial objectives by
exploiting the changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution. With the development
of French maritime transport, the French authorities acquired powerful tools to expand
their influence in the Empire. These tools transcended their economic functions and
became a means of geopolitical dominance over strategic trade routes and critical
infrastructure.

This research explores how the French authorities utilized their naval fleets to
undermine Ottoman sovereignty, with the repercussions of this infiltration extending
beyond economic dimensions to become mechanisms of political control. Through these
means, France was able to assert its influence over vital trade routes and shape Ottoman
policies in alignment with the interests of colonial powers, including France. This
expansion also contributed to shifts in power within the Empire, destabilizing it and
altering its foreign policy orientation. By conducting a thorough analysis of historical
documents and sources, this study examines the geopolitical impacts of French maritime
transport in the Ottoman Empire during the years 1267-1332 AH / 1851-1914 AD as a
multifaceted colonial tool. The research reveals how the maritime infrastructure
transitioned from a means of fostering economic relations to a comprehensive colonial
penetration system. It also addresses the consequences of this French encroachment on
Ottoman sovereignty during that period. In conclusion, the study presents important
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findings and recommendations, shedding light on the geopolitical dimensions of this
penetration and its lasting effects.
Keywords: French maritime transport, the Ottoman Sultanate, French policy).
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