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The Political Activity of Russian Consuls in the Baghdad Vilayet during
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Abstract

The period (1905-1914) witnessed intense competition between European powers in the
Baghdad Vilayet and its affiliated cities to obtain political and economic privileges.
This period was characterized by the activity of consulates and political agencies, which
played a major role in the events taking place in the Baghdad Vilayet at that time.
Among the most prominent of these activities was the activity of the Russian Consulate
General in Baghdad and its affiliated consular departments, particularly in the cities of
Karbala and Najaf. These Russian diplomatic circles had a significant impact on the
important historical events witnessed in the Baghdad Vilayet during the research period.
Most notable among these was the conflict between supporters of autocracy and
constitutionalism, which resulted from the repercussions of the Constitutional
Revolution in Iran in 1906 on the holy city of Najaf. On the other hand, the British-
Russian diplomatic conflict in the Baghdad Vilayet, where Britain sought to limit all
European activities in Iraq in preparation for imposing its control over it, a situation that
occurred during and after World War |. The researchers relied primarily on
documentary material secured from official archives of countries, such as the Russian,
British, and Ottoman archives. They also drew on a collection of important books, as
well as various historical sources such as theses, academic dissertations, research,
newspapers, periodicals, and historical encyclopedias. The research was divided into
four sections. The first section addressed the nature of relations between the Russian
consuls and the Ottoman governors in Baghdad. The second section sheds light on the
nature of relations between Russian consuls and their European counterparts in the
Baghdad Vilayet. The third section covers the activities of the Russian consular agency
in Karbala. The fourth section examines the establishment of a Russian consular agency
in Najaf in 1907 and its role in the political events in Najaf at that time. Keywords:
(Russian consulate, Orlov, Najaf, Muhammad Kazim al-Yazdi).
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