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Abstract:
This study examines the evolution of military architecture in the Kingdom of Granada,
highlighting it as a key reflection of the interplay between politics, religion, and economy
within a volatile Andalusian context. It analyzes the primary factors that shaped the
development of defensive fortifications, emphasizing the political impetus of the Nasrid
dynasty to construct a comprehensive defensive network in response to the geopolitical
threats posed by northern Christian powers and strategic alliances with North African
Islamic states.
The research further explores the religious dimension, focusing on how Islamic values
inspired collective participation in defense efforts. It outlines the role of scholars, jurists,
and Sufi leaders in promoting the concept of jihad and directing religious legitimacy and
resources toward the defense of the state.
Economically, the study investigates how the Nasrid state capitalized on its agricultural
and commercial systems to finance fortification projects. It reveals a functional integration
between taxation, endowments (waqf), and local revenues that ensured continuity of

military construction during prolonged conflict.
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Ultimately, the research argues that military architecture in Nasrid Granada evolved from
a mere strategic necessity into a civilizational expression of resilience, identity, and
governance in the final Islamic stronghold of al-Andalus.

Keywords: (Military architecture, Kingdom of Granada, fortifications, Nasrid dynasty).
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