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Abstract :

This study explores the geo-strategic and geo-economic significance of the geographical
location of Basra Governorate through three primary dimensions: its astronomical
coordinates, its continental and maritime positioning, and its geographical proximity to
neighboring regions. The research underscores Basra’s critical role as a strategic nexus in
major international economic corridor initiatives, including Iraq’s Development Road, the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), and China’s Belt and Road
Initiative. It further highlights the governorate’s potential contribution to fostering
sustainable economic development in Iraq and the broader region. The study concludes
with a set of recommendations aimed at optimizing the advantages of Basra’s geographic
location through infrastructure enhancement, regional cooperation, economic
diversification, and environmental conservation.
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