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Abstract

This research explores the vital role played by the political and military elite in
shaping the structure of the llkhanate state, one of the most prominent political entities
that emerged from the Mongol expansion into Iran during the 7th century AH / 13th
century CE. The llkhanate was initially established on a clear military foundation,
where the Mongol elite maintained control over the reins of power through their
strength and hereditary authority. However, this situation did not last long, as the state's
structure soon evolved through interaction with Persian political and administrative
traditions.

The study discusses how a composite political elite emerged, comprising Mongol
military leaders alongside ministers and advisors of Persian and Muslim origin, who
played crucial roles in administering the state and reforming its institutions. Among the
most notable transformations addressed in the research is the significant role of the
minister Rashid al-Din Fazlullah al-Hamadani in organizing financial and
administrative affairs, alongside the efforts of rulers like Ghazan and Oljaiti
(Khodabandeh) in adopting Islam as the official state religion, thus granting the
Ilkhanate strong local legitimacy.

The research also clarifies that tensions between the military and civilian components
persisted throughout the state's existence, but these tensions led to a form of balance that
contributed to maintaining political stability. The elite played a critical role in
transitioning the state from a phase of conquest and expansion to one focused on
building sustainable civil institutions.

The study concludes that the political and military elite were not merely instruments
of governance but were a pivotal factor in the Ilkhanate state's transformation into a
complex model that blended the Mongol legacy with the spirit of Persian Islamic
civilization.

Keywords: (political elite, military elite, llkhanate state, political transformation).
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