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Abstract: 

Homi K. Bhabha, a 1949-born literary theorist and academic, coined the term hybridity 

to discuss a more complex topic: subjectivity or identity within colonial interactions. 

After the release of his book The Location of Culture in 1994, Bhabha rose to 

prominence in the fields of postcolonial theory and criticism, culture theory, and cultural 

identity in the globalized world.  The present article attempts to analyze the concept of 

hybridity as theorized by Homi K. Bhabha and its relevance to John Dryden's poem 

"Absalom and Achitophel." Bhabha's theory of hybridity emerged within the context of 

postcolonial studies and provides valuable insights into the dynamics of cultural mixing 

and identity formation. This paper analyzes the poem through dynamics of cultural 

mixing and identity formation lens, examining the characters, themes, and narrative 

elements to understand how they may reflect or challenge Bhabha's ideas on hybridity . 
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 :الملخص
، مصطلح التهجٌن لمناقشة موضوع أكثر  9191صاغ هومً بابا، وهو منظري أدبً وأكادٌمً المولود فً عام 

، ارتفع بابا إلى  9119تعقٌدًا: الذاتٌة أو الهوٌة داخل التفاعلات الاستعمارٌة. بعد إصدار كتابه ثقافة الثقافة فً عام 

الصدارة فً مجالات نظرٌة ما بعد الاستعمار والنقد ، ونظرٌة الثقافة ، والهوٌة الثقافٌة فً  التوسع العالمً  ٌحاول 

ن كما فً نظرٌه هومً بابا وأهمٌته لقصٌدة ابشالوم واكتوفٌل لجون دراٌدن ". المقال الحالً تحلٌل مفهوم التهجٌ

ظهرت نظرٌة بابا  للتهجٌن فً سٌاق الدراسات بعد الاستعمار وتوفر رؤى قٌمة فً دٌنامٌات الخلط الثقافً وتشكٌل 

ٌل الهوٌة، ودراسة الهوٌة. تقوم هذه الورقة بتحلٌل القصٌدة من خلال عدسة دٌنامٌكٌة الخلط الثقافً وتشك

 الشخصٌات والموضوعات والعناصر السردٌة لفهم كٌف ٌمكن أن تعكس أو تتحدى أفكار بابا حول التهجٌن.
  .(ً)التهجٌن ، أبشالوم ، دراٌدن ، ما بعد الاستعمار ، غٌر شرع:الكلمات المفتاحٌة 
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1-Introduction 
The concept of hybridity, as theorized by Homi K. Bhabha, has significantly 
influenced the field of postcolonial studies and has provided valuable 
insights into the dynamics of cultural mixing and identity formation. In this 
research paper, we aim to explore the notion of hybridity as proposed by 
Bhabha and examine its relevance to John Dryden's poem "Absalom and 
Achitophel." By analyzing the poem through a postcolonial lens, we seek to 
understand how the characters, themes, and narrative elements in 
"Absalom and Achitophel" reflect or challenge Bhabha's ideas on hybridity ( 
Fludernik, 1998, 99-105). 
Homi K. Bhabha, an influential postcolonial theorist, has developed a 
theoretical framework that focuses on the intersection of cultures and the 
production of hybrid identities. His concept of hybridity emerges within the 
context of colonialism and postcolonialism, where cultural encounters, 
negotiations, and transformations take place. According to Bhabha, 
hybridity disrupts fixed notions of identity and challenges binary oppositions 
by embracing the liminal spaces in-between. These hybrid spaces offer 
possibilities for cultural adaptation, resistance, and the creation of new 
forms of expression and identity ( Kraidy, 2006,65-75) 
On the other hand, John Dryden's "Absalom and Achitophel" is a political 
satire written in 1681. It allegorically represents the events surrounding the 
biblical story of King David and his rebellious son Absalom, while also 
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reflecting the political landscape of Restoration England. The poem 
explores themes of power, politics, and the struggle for succession in the 
context of the English monarchy. While "Absalom and Achitophel" predates 
Bhabha's theory of hybridity, it provides a rich literary text through which we 
can examine the dynamics of cultural mixing, adaptation, and resistance 
(Dryden, 1871) 
This research paper aims to bridge the gap between Bhabha's theory of 
hybridity and the literary analysis of "Absalom and Achitophel." By 
scrutinizing the characters, events, and themes in the poem, we seek to 
identify instances of hybridity and analyze how they align with or challenge 
Bhabha's conceptual framework. We will explore the ways in which cultural 
encounters, power dynamics, resistance, and agency are portrayed within 
the context of hybridity in "Absalom and Achitophel"( Hutnyk, 2005). 
The significance of this research lies in the exploration of how literature can 
engage with and reflect complex theoretical concepts. By examining the 
interplay between Bhabha's theory of hybridity and Dryden's poem, we can 
deepen our understanding of both the theoretical framework and the literary 
work. Additionally, this research contributes to the broader discourse on 
postcolonial studies, cultural hybridity, and the negotiation of power and 
identity in literary texts. 
In the following sections, we will provide an in-depth analysis of Bhabha's 
concept of hybridity, followed by a close examination of "Absalom and 
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Achitophel." By comparing and contrasting these perspectives, we aim to 
shed light on the implications of hybridity in literature and postcolonial 
contexts, thereby enriching our understanding of cultural dynamics and 
identity formation. (Easthope, 1998, 341-348).   
2-Theoretical Framework: 
The theoretical framework of this research paper revolves around the 
concept of hybridity as developed by Homi K. Bhabha. Bhabha's work in 
postcolonial studies has been influential in understanding the complex 
dynamics of cultural encounters, identity formation, and power relations 
within colonial and postcolonial contexts. His theory of hybridity provides a 
lens through which we can examine the interplay of cultures, identities, and 
narratives in literature, including John Dryden's poem "Absalom and 
Achitophel." 
Bhabha defines hybridity as a process of cultural mixing and transformation 
that occurs in the spaces between different cultures. Rather than 
considering cultures as separate and fixed entities, Bhabha emphasizes the 
fluid and dynamic nature of cultural identities. Hybridity challenges the 
binary divisions between colonizer and colonized, center and periphery, by 
highlighting the in-between spaces and the interstitial subjectivities that 
emerge through cultural encounters. 
According to Bhabha, hybridity disrupts fixed notions of identity and 
challenges dominant power structures by introducing new possibilities for 
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cultural adaptation and resistance. It is within these hybrid spaces that 
marginalized individuals and communities can negotiate their agency and 
challenge the hegemonic narratives imposed upon them. Bhabha argues 
that hybridity allows for the creation of new forms of expression, identity, 
and cultural production that challenge essentialist notions of belonging and 
offer alternative modes of representation (Burke, 2009,113-114). 
In the context of "Absalom and Achitophel," we will employ Bhabha's 
theoretical framework to examine the portrayal of hybridity in the poem. We 
will analyze the characters, events, and themes to identify instances of 
cultural mixing, negotiation, and resistance. By doing so, we will explore 
how the poem reflects or challenges Bhabha's conceptualization of 
hybridity. 
Additionally, our theoretical framework will consider the power dynamics at 
play within hybrid spaces. We will examine how power is negotiated, 
subverted, or reinforced in the interactions between different cultural groups 
and individuals. Language, rhetoric, and representation will be key 
elements through which we analyze the dynamics of power and the 
strategies employed by characters to assert their agency within hybrid 
contexts. 
By applying Bhabha's theory of hybridity to the analysis of "Absalom and 
Achitophel," we aim to gain a deeper understanding of the complex 
relationships between culture, power, and identity in the poem. This 
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framework enables us to explore how the characters and events in the 
poem embody or challenge the notions of hybridity and how they contribute 
to the broader discourse on postcolonial studies and cultural hybridity in 
literature. 
In the subsequent sections, we will delve into a detailed analysis of 
"Absalom and Achitophel" through the lens of Bhabha's hybridity theory. By 
examining the instances of cultural encounters, power dynamics, 
resistance, and agency, we will uncover the nuances of hybridity within the 
poem and shed light on its implications for understanding cultural dynamics 
and identity formation. (Mullins, Czischke, & van ,2012, 405-417).    
3-Exploring Homi K. Bhabha's concept of hybridity in detail. 
Homi K. Bhabha's concept of hybridity is central to his theoretical 
framework in postcolonial studies. It challenges fixed notions of identity and 
emphasizes the fluid and dynamic nature of cultural encounters and the 
interstitial spaces where identities are negotiated and transformed. To 
explore Bhabha's concept of hybridity in detail, we will examine its key 
ideas, definitions, and theoretical perspectives. 
Bhabha argues that hybridity emerges in the spaces between cultures, 
where cultural mixing and encounters take place. These in-between 
spaces challenge the binary divisions of colonizer/colonized, 
center/periphery, and disrupt fixed categories of identity. Hybridity is 
characterized by the interplay and negotiation between different cultural, 
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social, and historical forces, resulting in the formation of new subjectivities 
and expressions. 
Bhabha introduces the concept of liminality, referring to the state of being 
in-between or on the threshold. The in-between spaces offer opportunities 
for cultural adaptation, resistance, and the creation of alternative forms of 
knowledge and expression. Bhabha describes these spaces as "Third 
Space," where marginalized voices and subjectivities find agency and 
challenge dominant narratives. 
Hybridity involves the negotiation and ambivalence that arise from cultural 
encounters. It encompasses the simultaneous presence of multiple cultural 
influences, ideas, and practices, resulting in complex and layered identities. 
Bhabha suggests that hybridity challenges essentialist notions of identity 
and highlights the ambivalent and contradictory aspects of cultural 
representation. 
Power dynamics play a crucial role in Bhabha's understanding of hybridity. 
He argues that hybridity disrupts and challenges dominant power structures 
by introducing alternative narratives and forms of resistance. Hybridity 
allows marginalized individuals and communities to negotiate their agency, 
subvert oppressive ideologies, and contest the hegemonic discourses 
imposed upon them. ( Stockhammer, 2012, 1-3  ). 
Bhabha emphasizes the role of language and representation in the 
construction of hybrid identities. Language becomes a site of negotiation, 
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contestation, and subversion, as it reflects and shapes the power dynamics 
within hybrid spaces. He argues that language can be a source of 
empowerment and a tool for reimagining cultural identities and challenging 
existing hierarchies. (Salgado, 1999, 316-331). 
 
Hybridity also encompasses the realm of cultural production and creativity. 
Bhabha suggests that in the spaces of hybridity, new forms of artistic 
expression, literature, and cultural production emerge. These creative 
endeavors provide avenues for marginalized voices to articulate their 
experiences, challenge dominant narratives, and assert their agency. 
By delving into these aspects of Bhabha's concept of hybridity, we can gain 
a deeper understanding of the complexity and transformative potential of 
cultural encounters. This theoretical framework allows us to analyze literary 
works, such as "Absalom and Achitophel," through the lens of hybridity, 
exploring how cultural mixing, negotiation, resistance, and agency are 
portrayed within specific contexts and narratives (Kuortti, & Nyman, 2007, 
1-18). 
4- Absalom and Achitophel": Analysis and Interpretation 
"Absalom and Achitophel" is a political satire written by John Dryden in 
1681. It presents an allegorical representation of the biblical story of King 
David and his rebellious son Absalom, while also reflecting the political 
landscape of Restoration England. In this section, we will analyze and 
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interpret the poem through the lens of Homi K. Bhabha's concept of 
hybridity, exploring how the characters, events, and themes reflect or 
challenge Bhabha's ideas. 
In "Absalom and Achitophel," the characters can be seen as embodying 
hybrid identities. Absalom, for instance, represents a figure caught between 
his filial loyalty to his father and his desire for power. His hybrid identity 
emerges from the tension between his legitimate claim to the throne as 
King David's son and his ambition to assert his own authority. This conflict 
can be seen as a negotiation of power and identity within the hybrid spaces 
of political succession. 
 
The poem reflects instances of cultural mixing and adaptation. The 
characters in "Absalom and Achitophel" navigate a complex political 
landscape, where alliances, betrayals, and shifting loyalties are prevalent. 
They adapt their rhetoric, strategies, and political affiliations to gain 
advantage, reflecting the negotiation and adaptation that occur within hybrid 
spaces. 
The power dynamics in "Absalom and Achitophel" illustrate the complexities 
of hybridity. King David, representing the established power structure, holds 
authority, but his legitimacy is challenged by Absalom's rebellion. The poem 
portrays the resistance and subversion of established power through the 
manipulation of language, rhetoric, and political maneuvering. This 
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resistance can be understood as a form of agency within the hybrid spaces 
of political struggle. 
The poem highlights the significance of language and representation in 
negotiating power within hybrid contexts. Characters, such as Achitophel, 
employ persuasive rhetoric and skillful manipulation of language to shape 
public opinion and influence political outcomes. Language becomes a tool 
for both power assertion and resistance, reflecting the ways in which hybrid 
identities negotiate their positions and challenge dominant narratives. 
(Ghosh, 2000). 
Absalom and Achitophel" exhibits ambivalence and ambiguity, aligning with 
Bhabha's notion of hybridity. Characters' motivations, actions, and 
allegiances are often layered and contradictory, reflecting the complexity of 
their hybrid identities. This ambivalence challenges fixed notions of identity 
and presents a nuanced portrayal of the negotiation and adaptation that 
occur within hybrid spaces. 
 
Through the analysis and interpretation of "Absalom and Achitophel" within 
the framework of hybridity, we can uncover the ways in which the poem 
engages with the dynamics of cultural mixing, power negotiation, and 
resistance. The characters and events in the poem reflect the complexities 
and challenges of hybrid identities and offer insights into the ways in which 
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individuals navigate the hybrid spaces of political and social struggle. 
(McKeon, 1990).   
5- Providing a summary of the poem and its major characters   
Absalom and Achitophel is a political allegorical poem written by John 
Dryden in 1681. It uses the biblical story of King David and his rebellious 
son Absalom as a metaphor to comment on the political events and power 
struggles of Restoration England. The poem serves as a critique of the 
political figures and factions of the time, offering a satirical portrayal of their 
actions and motivations. 
King David: Representing King Charles II of England, King David is 
portrayed as a wise and virtuous ruler. However, his age and the question 
of his succession create instability and uncertainty. (Roper, 2000, 99-138). 
a) Absalom: Absalom symbolizes James Scott, the Duke of Monmouth 
and an illegitimate son of King Charles II. Absalom is ambitious and seeks 
to usurp the throne from his father, challenging the established power 
structure. 
b) Achitophel: Achitophel represents the historical figure of the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, a prominent political figure during the Restoration period. He 
becomes Absalom's advisor and plays a significant role in orchestrating the 
rebellion against King David. 
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c) Zimri: Zimri represents the historical figure of John Wilmot, the Earl 
of Rochester. He is a courtier and a supporter of King David, but his loyalty 
is questionable, and he is depicted as indulgent and immoral. 
d) Nathan: Nathan symbolizes the historical figure of Gilbert Burnet, a 
bishop and a trusted advisor to King David. He is a voice of reason and 
counsels King David against the rebellion. 
These characters, along with several others, navigate a complex political 
landscape, engaging in intrigues, alliances, and betrayals. The poem uses 
their actions and motivations to comment on the political climate of the 
time, critiquing the ambitions, power struggles, and allegiances prevalent 
among the ruling elite. 
Through the use of allegory and satire, Dryden explores the themes of 
political power, succession, loyalty, and betrayal. The poem offers a 
scathing critique of the political figures of the Restoration period, while also 
reflecting the broader social and political tensions of the time. (Kinsley, 
1955). 
6-Identify instances of hybridity within the poem  
Instances of hybridity within "Absalom and Achitophel" can be identified 
through the portrayal of characters and their actions, as well as the political 
and social dynamics depicted in the poem. Here are a few key examples: 
Absalom, the rebellious son of King David, embodies a hybrid identity. As 
an illegitimate son, he occupies a liminal space between legitimacy and 
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illegitimacy, challenging traditional notions of succession and inheritance. 
Absalom's desire for power and his ambition to assert his own authority 
represent a negotiation of his hybrid identity. 
 
Achitophel, Absalom's advisor, serves as a hybrid figure within the poem. 
He represents the Earl of Shaftesbury, who was a prominent political figure 
of the time. Achitophel's role as a counselor to Absalom and his 
orchestration of the rebellion demonstrate his ability to navigate and 
manipulate multiple power structures, reflecting his hybridity. 
Throughout the poem, characters form alliances and adapt their political 
positions to suit their ambitions. These shifting alliances reflect the 
negotiation and adaptation that occur within hybrid spaces. The characters' 
ability to maneuver through political dynamics demonstrates their capacity 
to navigate the complexities of hybrid identities and power struggles. 
Language and rhetoric play a significant role in the negotiation of power 
and the expression of hybrid identities in the poem. Characters, such as 
Achitophel and Zimri, use language strategically to shape public opinion, 
manipulate allegiances, and further their own agendas. Language becomes 
a tool for hybrid figures to assert their agency and challenge dominant 
narratives. 
The power dynamics depicted in the poem highlight instances of resistance 
within hybrid contexts. Characters challenge established power structures 
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and subvert oppressive ideologies. Their resistance reflects their 
negotiation of hybrid identities and their desire to assert their agency within 
the constraints of their social and political positions. (Ramazani, 2001,44-
46). 
These instances of hybridity in "Absalom and Achitophel" demonstrate the 
complex interplay between cultural mixing, power dynamics, and identity 
formation within the poem. The characters embody hybrid identities, adapt 
their political positions, utilize language strategically, and engage in 
resistance. These elements contribute to the overall exploration of hybridity 
and its implications for understanding the political and social landscape of 
Restoration England (Anderson, 1948). 
7-Hybridity and Power Dynamics   
Hybridity and power dynamics are intricately connected within the context 
of "Absalom and Achitophel." The poem explores how hybrid identities 
intersect with power structures, highlighting the negotiation, subversion, and 
reinforcement of power within hybrid spaces. Here's an analysis of hybridity 
and power dynamics within the poem: 
Hybridity, as presented in the poem, provides individuals with the 
opportunity to negotiate their power within the spaces between different 
cultural, social, and political spheres. Characters like Absalom and 
Achitophel navigate these hybrid spaces to assert their own authority and 
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challenge the established power structures. Their ability to adapt and form 
alliances demonstrates the agency gained through hybrid identities. 
The hybrid identities portrayed in the poem enable characters to contest 
and subvert existing power dynamics. Absalom's challenge to King David's 
authority represents a contestation of power within the realm of familial and 
political legitimacy. Absalom's hybrid position as both a son and a 
contender for the throne allows him to challenge the established power 
structure. (Kraidy, 2006,120-125) 
Language becomes a crucial tool through which power dynamics are 
negotiated and contested within hybrid spaces. Characters like Achitophel 
and Zimri strategically use language and rhetoric to shape public opinion, 
manipulate allegiances, and influence the distribution of power. Their 
mastery of language reflects the agency gained from hybrid identities and 
their ability to exert influence over others. 
 
Hybridity within the poem also serves as a form of resistance against 
dominant power structures. Characters like Nathan, representing Gilbert 
Burnet, counsel King David against the rebellion and advocate for the 
maintenance of the existing power dynamics. Their resistance is rooted in 
their hybrid position, challenging the authority and legitimacy claimed by 
Absalom and his allies. 
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While hybrid identities can challenge power structures, they can also 
reinforce existing power dynamics. Characters like Zimri, who possess 
hybrid qualities, may align themselves with the ruling power to maintain 
their own privileges and status. This demonstrates how hybridity can be 
co-opted by dominant forces to reinforce the established power structure. 
In "Absalom and Achitophel," the interplay between hybridity and power 
dynamics underscores the complexity of identity formation and power 
negotiation. The poem explores how hybrid identities can challenge, 
contest, or reinforce existing power structures, shedding light on the 
complexities of social and political power within the context of Restoration 
England. (Timor, & Benjamin, 2022).   
8- Resistance and agency in hybrid contexts 
Resistance and agency in hybrid contexts are significant themes within the 
poem "Absalom and Achitophel." The characters navigate the complexities 
of their hybrid identities and employ strategies of resistance to challenge 
dominant narratives and assert their agency. Here's an analysis of 
resistance and agency within hybrid contexts in the poem: 
The characters in "Absalom and Achitophel" utilize their hybrid identities as 
a means of resistance against oppressive power structures. Absalom, 
representing a hybrid identity as both a son and a contender for the throne, 
resists the authority of King David. His rebellion challenges the established 
order and asserts his agency in pursuing his own ambitions. 
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Hybridity provides characters with opportunities to negotiate and assert their 
agency within the spaces between cultures and power structures. They 
strategically adapt and form alliances, using their hybrid positions to 
influence and shape political outcomes. This negotiation demonstrates the 
agency gained through hybrid identities. ( Bleiker, 2012). 
Characters like Achitophel and Zimri employ language and rhetoric as 
powerful tools of resistance. They use persuasive language to shape public 
opinion, challenge dominant narratives, and advocate for their respective 
causes. Language becomes a means through which characters assert their 
agency and resist the imposition of hegemonic ideologies. (Berland, 1997). 
Hybrid characters in the poem challenge the hegemonic narratives imposed 
upon them by the ruling power. They question and subvert the dominant 
ideologies, asserting their own perspectives and challenging the authority of 
the established order. This resistance is rooted in their hybrid identities, 
which provide them with alternative ways of seeing and understanding the 
world. 
Within hybrid contexts, characters engage in creative expression as a form 
of resistance. They employ satire, irony, and allegory to subvert and 
critique the political figures and power structures of the time. Through their 
creative endeavors, they challenge dominant narratives and assert their 
agency by shaping alternative discourses. ( Rubdy, & Alsagoff, 2014). 
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The poem "Absalom and Achitophel" explores the ways in which characters 
with hybrid identities navigate and resist dominant power structures. By 
employing strategies of resistance, negotiating agency within hybrid spaces, 
and challenging hegemonic narratives, these characters assert their agency 
and challenge the imposed order ( Bataineh, & Eid, 2018). 
9-Comparative Analysis 
A comparative analysis between Homi K. Bhabha's concept of hybridity and 
its portrayal in John Dryden's "Absalom and Achitophel" offers an 
opportunity to examine the convergences, divergences, and tensions 
between theory and literary representation. Here's a comparative analysis 
of hybridity in Bhabha's theory and its depiction in "Absalom and 
Achitophel": 
Bhabha's concept of hybridity emphasizes the negotiation and interplay of 
different cultural, social, and historical forces within the spaces between 
cultures. In "Absalom and Achitophel," the characters navigate hybrid 
spaces to negotiate power, adapt their positions, and challenge established 
hierarchies. Both Bhabha's theory and the poem highlight the agency 
gained through hybridity as individuals maneuver through complex socio-
political landscapes. (Sakamoto, 1996). 
Both Bhabha's theory and the poem explore the power dynamics within 
hybrid contexts. Bhabha emphasizes how hybridity disrupts and challenges 
dominant power structures, enabling resistance and the creation of 
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alternative narratives. In "Absalom and Achitophel," characters with hybrid 
identities engage in resistance against oppressive power structures, using 
language, rhetoric, and strategic alliances to contest and subvert authority. 
 
Language plays a significant role in both Bhabha's theory and the poem. 
Bhabha highlights how language can be a site of negotiation and resistance 
within hybrid spaces. Similarly, in "Absalom and Achitophel," characters 
employ language strategically, shaping public opinion and asserting their 
agency. Language becomes a tool for hybrid figures to navigate power 
dynamics and challenge dominant narratives. 
Bhabha's concept of hybridity recognizes the ambivalence and 
contradictions inherent in cultural mixing and identity formation. The poem 
reflects this notion through the portrayal of characters with layered and 
contradictory motivations. Hybrid identities in both Bhabha's theory and the 
poem are characterized by their complexity, challenging fixed notions of 
identity and revealing the fluid nature of cultural expression. (Marshall, 
2008). 
While Bhabha's theory of hybridity emerged within the context of 
colonialism and postcolonialism, "Absalom and Achitophel" represents the 
political landscape of Restoration England. The poem engages with power 
struggles and succession issues specific to that historical period. While 
Bhabha's theory provides a broader framework for understanding hybridity, 



 هـ5221-م 2222. لسنة ( / نيسان 2)/ العدد ( 6)/ المجلد ( 6)مجلة الدراسات المستدامة. السنة 
 

1747 

 

the poem's focus is more specific to the political and social dynamics of its 
time. ( Amoamo, 2011). 
By comparing Bhabha's theory of hybridity with its representation in 
"Absalom and Achitophel," we can identify parallels and divergences 
between theoretical concepts and literary expression. The analysis 
illuminates how hybridity operates within different contexts, highlighting the 
complexities of cultural mixing, power dynamics, and resistance. It 
demonstrates the ways in which theory and literature intersect and enrich 
our understanding of hybridity as a dynamic and multifaceted concept. 
(Young, 1997). 
 
10-Conclusion 
In conclusion, the analysis of hybridity in Homi K. Bhabha's theory and its 
portrayal in John Dryden's "Absalom and Achitophel" reveals the 
complexities and nuances of cultural mixing, power dynamics, resistance, 
and agency within hybrid contexts. Bhabha's concept of hybridity provides 
a theoretical framework that emphasizes the negotiation, adaptation, and 
subversion of power within the spaces between cultures. The characters in 
"Absalom and Achitophel" navigate these hybrid spaces, employing 
language, alliances, and strategies of resistance to challenge dominant 
narratives and assert their agency. 
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Through a comparative analysis, we see convergences between Bhabha's 
theory and the poem. Both highlight the negotiation of power within hybrid 
contexts, the use of language as a tool of expression and resistance, and 
the recognition of ambivalence and contradiction in hybrid identities. The 
characters in the poem embody hybridity, engaging in political struggles 
and contesting established power structures. They challenge traditional 
notions of legitimacy, adapt their positions, and strategically employ rhetoric 
to shape public opinion and gain agency. 
However, it is important to note that while Bhabha's theory of hybridity is 
grounded in the broader context of colonialism and postcolonialism, 
"Absalom and Achitophel" specifically reflects the political landscape of 
Restoration England. The poem's focus is centered on the power struggles 
and succession issues of its time, while Bhabha's theory provides a more 
encompassing framework for understanding hybridity in various contexts. 
 
This comparative analysis highlights the dynamic relationship between 
theory and literature, demonstrating how theoretical concepts inform and 
enrich our interpretation of literary works. Bhabha's theory of hybridity offers 
valuable insights into the dynamics of cultural mixing, power negotiation, 
and resistance, allowing us to engage with the complexities of identity 
formation and power dynamics within the poem. 
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By examining the convergence and divergence between Bhabha's theory 
and its representation in "Absalom and Achitophel," we gain a deeper 
understanding of hybridity as a multidimensional concept. This analysis 
deepens our appreciation of the intricate interplay between culture, power, 
and agency within hybrid spaces, shedding light on the complexities of 
social and political dynamics in both theory and literature. 
Overall, the exploration of hybridity in Bhabha's theory and its portrayal in 
"Absalom and Achitophel" enhances our understanding of the complexities 
of cultural encounters, power negotiation, resistance, and agency. It 
emphasizes the importance of recognizing and analyzing hybrid identities 
and their implications within different contexts. This comparative analysis 
underscores the significance of interdisciplinary approaches that bridge 
theory and literature, fostering a more comprehensive understanding of the 
intricate dynamics of hybridity ' 
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