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Labor strikes in Sudan (1945-1956)
Historical study
researcher. Ali Ismail Hashem
alkylyl210@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq
Abstract:

This study sheds light on the role of the labor movement in Sudan in combating the British
through strikes that included most parts of Sudan, especially after World War 11, to demand
workers’ rights through strikes in 1947, 1948, 1950, and 1954, which forced the British
administration in Sudan to yield to their legitimate demands despite the oppressive

methods. which was practiced against them.
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These strikes had begun to develop and mature with the passage of time, and instead of
demanding workers’ rights, they began calling for independence and the removal of British
forces from all the lands they controlled. This development in awareness succeeded in
breaking the power of Britain, which was forced to deal with the working class as a fait
accompli, so it resorted to changing the military rulers. More than once, with the aim of
controlling the situation and calming the Sudanese street dissatisfied with Britain’s policy

and colonial methods.

These strikes were a true expression of the Sudanese people’s rejection of the occupation,
which considered the labor force to be the legitimate representative of the people and the

advocate of their rights to achieve independence.

Keywords: (strikes, Sudan, workers).
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(39) F.O., No, 371-11316, secret telegram from foreign office to Mr. Howe, No 535, 3
June 1950.
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(46) sir Willim Mark, The political British towards Sudan 1924-1956, London, 1988,

p.77.
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(50) sir Willim Mark, op, cit, p.79-80.
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1- F.O., No 371-10233, reporting provisional, from Sudan, No 160, 10
sept 1947.
2- F.0., No 371-11208, Huddleston to foreign office reporting about case
in Sudan, No, 200, 5 July 1947.
3- F.O., No, 371-11316, secret telegram from foreign office to Mr.
Howe, No 535, 3 June 1950.
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1- Andereas. H. A., History of Sudan in world war Il, Londod, 1960.
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