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The role of community institutions in protecting sexually abused

childre
DUHA KAREEM SHATHER KAZEM
DR.ZAINAB ABDUIIAH MAHMOUD

UNIVERSITY OF BAGHDAD / COLLEGE OF ARTS
ABSTRACT:

This research seeks to identify the role of community institutions in protecting

sexually abused children in Iraq, as well as to know the methods and programs provided
by official and informal institutions to protect children from sexual assault, in addition to
knowing the social and psychological support provided by these institutions. The crime of
sexual assault is considered one of the most serious. The most heinous crimes that have
recently appeared in various societies, and their causes differ from one society to another,
in light of its culture and upbringing through its relations with the rest of the members of
society, presenting proposals and solutions to eliminate or reduce this sexual abuse of
children, diagnosing the causes and factors that lead to it.
The first years of a child’s life are the foundation because it is the formation of the future
personality of the child. If he is subjected to abuse, this will haunt the child and the
family for the remainder of his life, leaving an impact of stigma on the life of the family
in general.

So, the phenomenon of sexual abuse of children is constantly evolving, especially in
recent years, which is supposed to be a source of child protection, although the
announced numbers do not reflect the reality of what is happening, because many victims
and their families refrain from disclosing, reporting, or filing complaints with the judicial
institution or The security apparatus or the community police for reasons related to the
customs, traditions and values that characterize lIraqi society and for fear of the scandal
and stigma that will haunt the child and his family.

Keywords: (role, community institutions, child sexual abuse).
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