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Geographical analysis of women'’s political role in Iraq for the 2018 and
2021 electoral cycles
Hind Abbas Khamis
Dr. Vian Ahmed Muhammad
University of Baghdad/ College of Education for Girls/ Department of
Geography
Abstract:
This research aims to analyze women's representation in the Iraqgi Parliament for the
years 2021 and 2018 and uncover the geographical disparities in this representation. The

study has yielded several results:

First, an increase in women's representation: From 2018 to 2021, we observed an
increase in the number of seats allocated for women in the Parliament. In 2018, 82 seats
were designated for women out of a total of 1,478 female candidates, while in 2021, 95

women were elected out of 933 female candidates, representing a relative increase.

Second, clear geographic disparities: There are significant variations in women's
representation among the Iraqgi governorates. For example, in Baghdad Governorate, 17
seats were allocated for women in 2018, and the number of female winners increased to
19 in 2021. On the other hand, in Maysan Governorate, 3 seats were designated for

women in 2018, and this number increased to 6 seats in 2021.

Third, the increase in women's parliamentary representation is generally proportional to
the overall increase in the number of female candidates and voters in Irag. The number of
female winners in the Parliament increased from 82 in 2018 to 95 in 2021, while the total

number of female candidates increased from 1,478 in 2018 to 933 in 2021. This reflects
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an increase in the political participation of women and their engagement in the electoral

process.

Fourth, there are indications of an increase in political awareness among women in Iraq
during the mentioned period. The increase in the number of female candidates and
winners suggests a growing interest and political participation among women in the

country.

Fifth, demographic and societal changes are part of the reason for this increase in
women's representation, particularly in larger cities and urban areas. In these areas,
where there is a higher concentration of population and voters, opportunities for political
awareness and participation are greater due to communication, education, and social
engagement. However, this does not diminish the importance of women's representation
in rural areas, as the increase in women's representation indicates the activation of
women's roles in various locations.

Keywords: (geographical analysis of women’s political role).
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