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Patriarch Theophilus and his role in the history of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church until 1976
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Abstract:

Theophilus was closely associated with the imperial system, and his
ascent to the patriarchate was supported by the constant support of Emperor Hayla-
Sellase. The strong relationship between church and state ended with the outbreak of
the Ethiopian revolution and the declaration of the separation of the two institutions. The
patriarch had given his support to the revolution in his call for the Ethiopian New Year in
September. 1974, and a lot of criticism was directed at the patriarch; For not
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mentioning the emperor's name in his invitation, and not expressing his opposition to the
removal of the emperor, Theophilus (Tewoflos) tried to strengthen his authority in the
church, but he faced opposition from the clergy, and in addition to the bad conditions in
Ethiopia after the 1974 revolution, he took some measures to stay in power And control
over administrative affairs, including granting some clergy powers over the church's
financial affair.

Keywords: (Patriarch Theophilus, Ethiopian Orthodox Church).
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(1) Giulia Bonacci, The Ethiopian Orthodox Churh and the state 1974-1991,

Centre of Ethiopian Studies, Bloomsbury, 1993, p.28.

(®) Colin Legum, Ethiopia: The Fall of Haile Selassies Empire, New York, 1975,
p.78

(*)Giulia Bonacci, op.cit, p.29.

(*) Galvin E. Shenk, The Development Of The Ethiopian Orthodox Church And Its
Relationship The Ethiopian Government1930To 1970, ph.D, New York University,
1972, p .276.
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(6) Abebe fassea, Education and Formation of the Modern Ethiopian State
1896—-1974, University of lllinois, 2000, , p.177.
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Haile Mariam Larepo, The Orthodox Church and the state in the Ethiopian
Revolution 1974-1984, 1986, pp. 148-159.
(15) Giulia Bonacci, op.cit, p30.
(16) Saheed A. Adejumobi, The History of Ethiopia, Library of Gongress, 2007, ,
p. 354.
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(**) Haile Mariam Larepo, op.cit, p.161.
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(**) The Imperial Ethiopian Government, Ethiopia: Cadastral Survey and

Registration, Addis Ababa, 1970, p.7.
(22) Abebe fassea, op.cit, p.186.

(23)Daniel Gemtessa, Ethiopia State Formation and National State— Building
project, University of Oslo, 2014, p50.

(24) Donham Donald, History of the Ethiopian Revolution, California, 1999,p. 44.
(25) Haile Mariam Larepo, op.cit, p. 168.
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(*®) Frederick Heyer, The Orthodox Church in Ethiopia as a Social Institution,
International Yearbook of the Sociology of Knowledge and Religion,1976, p.54.
(27) Marie Huber, Ethiopian Nation-Building and the Origins 1960-1980, v1, p.56
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Frederick Heyer, op.cit,p.66
) ol AasSall Cuald ¢ ugalinh J8 (a ageanSi 23 (el DA ABLY) Jlise) e Simd ()
Ol LagisS 8 ol ZAWAE 43y ¢ dyyladl (aldl) 4a,Sull « Kébbada LS s e
¢lale aiha 1oy a8 cladd) o e dals (of llia (€13 Lee L€l dooSal) callis LS ¢ 5yl
s VAVA gl s K8bbada 1ulS o oSy ¢ VAV suig 8 ZAWAE £1pw sl
ok ajall agabie ) 5 Lexie D AAY i S ) b A8LY)
Daniel Gemtessa, Ethiopia State Formation and National State— Building project,
«University of Oslo, 2014,p.54.
(30) An Africa Watch Report, 30 Years Of War And Famine In Etiopia, London,
1991, p.68.
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(**) F.O 31/ 5396, Religion in Ethiopian Orthodox Church, 1988,p.18.
(*®) Giulia Bonacci, op.cit, p. 33.
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Jean Bierre Hocke, Ethiopia— Activid Exteriores, Marzo, 1985, p.167.
(*)F.O 31/552, Death OF ETHIOPIAN BATRIARCH Theophilos, 1988,p.22.
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