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The social formation of Assyria during the second and first millennium BC
Dr. Khamael Shaker Abu Khudair
Al-Mustansiriya University | College of Basic Education [ Department of History

Abstract:

Most of the ancient societies underwent many civilizational developments, as
these societies took their path in an orderly progression from a life of mobility and
instability to a more stable, more regular social life, and this was in line with the
movement of the development and progress of the technological side of their life in the
field of(Agriculture and industry), through which human societies knew the issue of
division of Labor, Social specialization, and the emergence of signs of social
awareness and thought, so the family unit appeared, with which the first nucleus of
local communities of the village began to appear, and then the city, which began to
have certain qualities and features of its own that made it different from the rest of
other societies especially in Assyria . Assyrian Society includes a large number of
diverse peoples and ethnicities that lived and coexisted together with the indigenous
population and enjoyed the same rights and duties as the indigenous population .

Most of our information and what has been studied focuses in particular and
intensively on the political, military and economic side of the Assyrian state, so the
information we were able to obtain about the social composition of the Assyrians is
mostly from biblical texts, including the laws issued by the Kings and rulers of the
Assyrians and various other Assyrian codes .

The problem of researchc through this research, | am ftrying to answer a set of
problems and questions as follows ¢ How did the Assyrians gather in northern
Mesopotamia Why Assyria What are the human elements that formed the social
structure of the Assyrian state in this historical era To what extent do these peoples
interact with the indigenous population And what impact does it have on various

aspects of the life of Assyria, And what are the factors of social integration Was there
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a distinction between the indigenous population and other (foreign) peoples who
settled Assyria . We will try to answer these problems through three main axes:

The first axis ¢ the social formation of Assyria since the beginning of the second
millennium BC. When did the pioneers of the Assyrians begin to arrive in northern
Mesopotamia, and the most important peoples who entered under the banner of that
new society.

The second axis « the impact of people and migrations on the social structure of
Assyria.

The third axis « factors of social integration.

Key words:( Assyria, the policy of displacement, nationalities, social formation, social
integration) .
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