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Rumors and methods of their impact on society
Dr. Aqil Abd Jali
Researcher: Israa Ali Redif
Al-Mustansiriya University/ College of Arts/ Department of Anthropology
and Sociology

Abstract:

Rumors represent one of the means threatening social peace at all times, as it
represents a situation capable of sabotaging society. It's able to paralyzes the
capabilities of community leaders to take decisions at appropriate times, especially in
critical times that coincide with accidents, disasters, wars, and emergency conditions.

Rumors have the ability to direct the attention of society towards specific matters and
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focus on them without others. The rumor is able to influence society as it represents a
model of psychological and moral subjugation of the targeted individual, and it has the
ability to push the receiver to adopt behavior and trends that serve who spreads the

rumor.

Modern technology has contributed to playing a wide role in implementing the goals of
rumors on the ground, due to its ability to facilitate communication with a wide
spectrum of audiences, learn about theirs feedbacking, and reformulate the rumor to

achieve the greatest possible impact on the target community.

This is what various countries, people and institutions resorted to on social networking
sites, which is a unique phenomenon that deserves to be examined and its effects

recognized.

Keywords: (rumors, impact of rumors, rumors and society).
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