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Mercy killing between Islam and the West
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Abstract:

Most of the Arab laws consider euthanasia as a crime, however it occurred, and it is

punishable by the penalty of premeditated murder, in order to provide the elements of

the crime from taking a life. However, there are some Arab countries that adopt the
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idea of mitigating the punishment in the case of the consent of the victim. This is a
serious legislative change in the future of criminal law, as what is considered a crime
today turns into a legitimate human right tomorrow, which consequently causes an
annual increase in the rates of requesting murder for those who suffer from health
problems, which is a crime against society. In the beginning, euthanasia is used for
deadly diseases, then the practice expands. To include both the handicapped and
the weak—minded, and for those who are under psychological and social pressure.
The Islamic Sharia also approved doctors to take care of the patient and to exert the
utmost effort to care for him, and the doctor and the patient must leave the result to
God, and the doctor must not respond to the patient’s request to end his life, and if
he responds, he will be a traitor to the trust, whether with or without the patient’s
request, and punishment The doctor in this case is as the judge deems in each case
separately.
Keywords: (killing, mercy, Islam, the West).
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