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Employing international paintings in book cover designs
Ahmed Tahseen Al Nuaimi
design department
Ministry of Education / Directorate General of Curricula
Abstracts:

The cover of the book is an effective means of influencing the recipient and
attracting him to turn towards the book and being one of the forms of
informational communication, as well as its ability to reveal the content of the
book. Therefore, the cover of the book is an important thing for the visual
equivalent and the external graphics, so that the graphic equivalent becomes a
comprehensive meaning, or it is a translation of the title and its connection with
the texts and is not separated from it and different from it. Its title, and that
seeing the shapes in the cover designs depends on the ability of the designer,
because he is the one who creates and puts his artistic touches.

The cover of the book is the first attraction for the public, especially with the
thousands of books displayed on the shelves of exhibitions and libraries. The
freedom of the designer, which may be affected by the overlapping of different
visions and ideas from the writer or publisher, which distracts the designer and
makes him more restricted while working.

The design of the book went through many stages since it was very simple,
containing the name of the writer and a dark colored background. It was only a
means to preserve the paper of the book, and was devoid of any aesthetic
values.

The designer chose some artists’ paintings over book designs, and chose artistic
paintings as a facade for the book’s cover, expressive and symbolic importance
for the recipient, as well as expressing the identity of the founder or the country
from which it was issued, and that the color harmony between the structural
elements of the cover creates a state of comfort for the eyes of the recipient,
which leads to his interaction with the cover.

Keywords: (international paintings, book cover designs).
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