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Abstract:

Creating classroom interaction requires learners to
participate orally, share ideas and exchange information.
However, many EFL learners lack confidence to participate in
classroom interaction. This study aims at: using collaborative
work in EFL classes for improving EFL learners’ interaction and
providing EFL learners with chances for group discussion. The
study adopted the descriptive analytical method. A questionnaire
was used for data collection. It was distributed to fifty (50)
English language learners of secondary schools at Al —Hasahiesa
Locality for data collection. Then, the collected data were
analyzed by (SPSS) program. The study came out with the
following findings: EFL learners’ oral interaction can be improved
through collaborative work, shy learners could able to overcame
their weaknesses collaboratively, using collaborative work
motivates the learners and develops their speaking skills. The
study recommends: collaborative work should be created in EFL
classes to activate classroom interaction, shy learners should be
encouraged to interact orally in classroom and learners should be
motivated to exchange ideas in the classroom.
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1.0 Introduction

Using collaborative in EFL classroom specially in secondary
schools, enables students to speak and share their ideas. Through
such technique, students are encouraged to work together to
carry out tasks, ask or answer questions and justify reasons.
Students are encouraged to speak with their peers and support

their information (Gillies, 2006). In collaborative work teachers

YAV

—
| —



AVeEtaa Yoy Al Ja¥ aamdlf Gualdld) alaallf dosaldd) Adud) | Aol vl b pal) dlaa

have the role of encouraging students to interact and support their
ideas Brown (2008). All students in the classroom try to share
their information in collaborative work even the weaker ones.
Students in group work carry out work together to solve problems
or justify reasons depending on their information and do not
depend on the teacher Nunan, (1992).So, students in collaborative
work improve classroom interaction and their speaking ability is
enhanced (Erten, 2000).

1.1 The Problem of the Study

Many of EFL learners lack confidence to participate in classroom
interaction. Their spoken performance is very weak. As such,
EFL learners need to be engaged in class interaction. The
investigator carries out this study in order to use collaborative

work strategies for developing EFL students’ oral abilities.

1.2 The Aims of the Research
The paper tries to:

1.use collaborative work in EFL classes for improving EFL
learners’ interaction.

2. provide EFL learners with chances for group discussions.

1.3 Research Questions
This paper will to answer the following questions:
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1.What is the role of collaborative work in improving EFL
learners’ interaction?

2. To what extent do EFL learners find chances for group
discussions?

1.4 Research Hypotheses

The research hypothesizes:

1.Using collaborative work in EFL classes encourages EFL
learners to interact.

2. Collaborative work provides EFL learners with chances for
group discussions.

.1.5 The Significance of the Research

The research shows readers the benefits of using group work for
improving learners’ interaction. This study is useful to the
teachers by showing them the usefulness of using group work, that

may lead to improve learners’ language skills in EFL classes.
1.6 Research Methodology

The method which will be used in this study is descriptive
method. A questionnaire will be used as a tool to collect the data
from EFL learners at the secondary level. Then, the collected data

will be analyzed with SPSS Program.

2.0 Literature Review
Collaborative work is a classroom activity used to encourage

students work together, carryout learning tasks, discuss their
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work, justify their reasons and solve learning problem Badache
(2011). Every student in collaborative work is encouraged to share

information, speak and ask his group members through their task.

Collaborative work helps the learners to compare and contrast
their knowledge with the knowledge of the other peers in the
other. Accordingly, students in group work find many language

contexts and word alternative Nunan (1992)

However, learners in collaborative work could able to improve
their speaking ability, because this technique requires all students
to speak according to their specific tasks. Also its argued that
collaborative work enhances learners motivation Angelo (1993)
and so, it improve classroom interaction.

3. The Current Study: Method

The sample of this study were the EFL learners of secondary
schools at Al —Hasahiesa Locality , Geaira State,Sudan, (2022). A
questionnaire was distributed to fifty (50) of them for data
collection. Then, the collected data were analyzed with the SPSS
program.

4. Data Analyses and Discussions

The following statements were statistically analyzed to support the
research:

(1) Students always love to interact orally through collaborative

work.
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Fig.(1) EFL learners' oral interaction
According to the data in Fig (1), (80%) of the respondents agree

with the statement, (10%) of them are neutral and (10%) disagree..
So, this statement is justified.

(2) Learners in collaborative work do not depend on the teachers
for information.
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The data in Fig (2) shows that, learners do not rely on the teacher
to be their only interlocutor and source of language input. Most
respondents (80% ) agree, (4%) disagree and (6%) are neutral that,
learners in collaborative work do not depend on the teachers for

information. According to the statistical analysis in fig (2) ,this

Fig. (2) The teacher as the only source of language

statement is justified.
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(3) All students are encouraged to interact in collaborative work.
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Fig. (3) Students overcame their weaknesses collaboratively
According to the statistical analysis of Fig (3) most respondents
(92%) agree with the statement,(4%) are neutral and (4%) of them

disagree with the statement. Therefore, this statement is accepted.
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(4) Students’ participation in collaborative work leads them
speak.
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Fig.(4) Developing learners’ speaking
The data in Fig (4) shows that 90% of the respondents agree that,
collaborative work technique develops learners’ speaking.
However, (8%) of the respondents are are neutral and (2%) of
them disagree with the statement. Therefore, this statement is
accepted
(5)Group work allows learners find new contexts to increase their

knowledge.
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Fig. (5) Measuring the quality and value of knowledge

The data in Fig (5) shows that, most respondents (80%) agree
that, group work allows learners find new contexts to increase
their knowledge. .According to the statistical analysis in fig (5)
(16%) of the sample neutral and (4%) disagree with the statement.
Thus this statement is accepted.

(6) In group interaction, learners create interactive discussions.
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The data in Fig (6) shows that, in group contact, learners create
interactive discussions. Most respondents (88%) agree with the
statement, (10%) of them are neutral and 2% disagree with the

Fig. (6) group discussions

statement. Thus this statement is accepted.
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(7) Collaborative work develops fluency of EFL learners
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Fig.(7) Developing fluency of EFL learners
The data in Fig (7) shows that, collaborative work develops
fluency of EFL learners. Most respondents (90 %) agree with the
statement, (8% )of them are neutral and (2%) of them disagree
with the statement According to the statistical analysis, this

statement is accepted

(8) In group work, we learner help each other in tasks.
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Fig. (8) Learners help each other in tasks

The data in Fig (8) shows that, *82%) of the respondents agree
with the statement, (14%) of the are neutral and (4%) of them
disagree with the statement in group work learners help each other

in tasks. Thus this statement is accepted.

(9) The role of the teacher in group work is to help students to
solve problems.
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Fig. (9) The role of The Teacher

The data in Fig (9) shows that , most respondents (80% ) agree ,
(16% )of them are neutral and (4%) disagree that, the role of the
teacher in collaborative learning is only to help students to solve
problems. According to the statistical analysis this statement is not

accepted.
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(10) Students find motivation in collaborative work.

100
90
80 -
70 A
60 -
50 ~
40
30 ~
20 -
10 A

B Frequency

M Percent

NN NN NN N NN N

disagree neutral agree Total

Fig. (10) Motivating learners

The data in Fig (10) shows that, students find motivation in
collaborative work. The data in Fig shows that most of the
respondents (92%) agree that students find motivation in
collaborative work. However, (6%) of the respondents are neutral
and (2%) of them disagree with the statement, According to the
statistical analysis, this statement is accepted.

5. Findings:

After analyzing the data, the study came out with the following
findings:

1.Using collaborative work develops EFL learners’ oral

interaction.
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2.Students can overcame their weaknesses through collaborative
work.

4.Using collaborative work strategies develop learners’ speaking
skills.

5.Creating group work allows students to measure the quality of
their knowledge.

6.Using collaborative work develops fluency of EFL learners.

7.Collaborative learning motivates EFL learners to practice
conversations.

6. Recommendations:
The study recommends:

1.Collaborative work should be created in EFL classes to activate
classroom interaction.

2. Shy learners should be encouraged to interact orally in
classroom.

3. EFL learners should be motivated to exchange ideas in the
classroom.
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