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Justice and logic dictate that the perpetrator of the crime should not be held
accountable for the act he committed if he did not have the faculties of awareness and will.
They are the basis of criminal liability. And mental impairment as an impediment to penal
responsibility may lead to a lack of awareness or will, or to detract from them. Therefore, its
impact on criminal responsibility is determined according to the degree of its impact on
cognition and will. It either eliminates criminal responsibility or reduces it. And that mental
disability is an expression with a broad connotation that extends to mental illness and other
neurological and psychological diseases. All diseases that affect cognition affect the mental
ability to relate cognition to the mind. And all the disorders that a person is exposed to, can
affect his perception, such as exposure to violence repeatedly and for a long time at an early
age, Where it can affect mental development and the development of the nervous system,
Where there is a permanent defect in the nerve fibers in the brain, which has a negative
impact on cognitive development, As well as: the case of exposure to a hormonal imbalance,
any imbalance that stimulates hormones can have an effect on the brain and thus may affect
cognition, As well as: brain injuries that a person is exposed to may have an impact on
cognition, as it may result in an imbalance in perception and awareness. All disturbances to
which a person is exposed may affect his perception or will. But no cause alone can activate
the disorder. Two or more causes must come together in order to activate the disorder and
affect the perception or the will.

Keywords: (mental impairment, modern scientific concept, penal

responsibility).
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