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Abstract: 

This study demonstrates the important role of curriculum in developing 

and promoting critical thinking among students,andshowcases how far the 

university curriculum is efficient in this regard.The past studies showed 

that the EFL textbooks do contain critical thinking elements,however,it is 

significant to investigatethe extent to which a specific textbook likeSelect 

Readings contain those skills.The aim of this study is to analyze the 

activities of the reading textbook Select Readings Intermediate level 

taught at the University of Basra, College of Arts, Department of English, 

second year students by utilizing the revised Bloom taxonomy(2001) of 

cognitive skills.To achieve this aim,the researcher utilizes the descriptive 

analysis approach of qualitative data analysis to evaluate the activities so 

as to reveal the critical thinking elements in this textbook,while the 

secondary data was collected via two questionnaires; one is administered 

for teachers and the other was distributed to students in order to reveal 

their understanding of critical thinking.The results indicated that Select 

ReadingsIntermediate level contains most of the critical thinking skills in 
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Bloom’s taxonomy in its activities. However, the distribution of those 

skills is not balanced.Thus, the teachers’ role should be to employ those 

skills in their teaching instructions.The findings of the questionnaires shed 

light on teachers’ and students’ perceptions of critical thinking and 

revealed the important role the teachers assume to play in the process of 

developing students’ critical thinking.Besides, informing teachers and 

curriculum designers about the significance of critical thinking skills and 

conducting more research in this field are the main recommendations of 

the study. 

Key Words: )Critical Thinking, Curriculum, Select Readings 

Intermediate, Bloom Taxonomy( 

( للوستوى الوتوسط بأستخذام تصنيف بلوم Select Readingsتحليل أنشطت الكتاب الونهجي )

 الحذيث

 أريج أحوذ علي.الباحثت

 د. هحوذ قاسن زبوىم.أ.

 قسن اللغت االنكليسيتاآلداب / كليت /  جاهعت البصرة

 انًهخص: 

ذعشض انرفكٛش انُاقذ تٍٛ انطهثح ٔ ذغعٗ ْزِ انذساعح انٗ اظٓاس انذٔس انثاسص نهًُٓج فٙ ذطٕٚش ٔدعى

يذٖ كفاءج  انًُٓج انجايعٙ فٙ ْزا انصذد.أظٓشخ انذساعاخ انغاتقح اٌ انكرة انخاصح تذساعح انهغح 

ًٍ انًٓى دساعح يذٖ احرٕاء فاالَكهٛضٚح كهغح اجُثٛح ذحرٕ٘ عهٗ عُاصش يٍ انرفكٛش انُاقذ,ٔيع رنك, 

ٓذف يٍ ْزج انذساعح ٚرًثم  ْزِ انًٓاساخ ٔاٌ انعهٗ Select Readingsكراب يُٓجٙ يعٍٛ يثم

ٔذحهٛهٓا نهًغرٕٖ انًرٕعظ  Select Readingاالَشطح انخاصح تكراب انقشاءج انًُٓجٙ أعرعشاضت

ذّسط فٙ جايعح انثصشج, كهٛح اٜداب, قغى انهغح االَكهٛضٚح نطهثح انًشحهح يٍ ْزِ انغهغهح انز٘ ٚ  

( نهًٓاساخ انًعشفٛح. ٔ نرحقٛق ْزا 1002انحذٚس ) عٍ طشٚق اعرخذاو ذصُٛف تهٕو انثاَٛح

قٛٛى االَشطّ نًعشفح يذٖ ,قايد انثاحثح تاعرخذاو انًُٓج انٕصفٙ نرحهٛم انثٛاَاخ انُٕعٛح  نرانٓذف



هـ1111-م  2022. لسنة ( 1الثالث/ ملحق) /العددرابع /المجلد ال رابعةمجلة الدراسات المستدامة . السنة ال  

 

 ج

 
1401 

.ذى جًع انثٛاَاخ االٔنٛح عٍ طشٚق ذحهٛم َص انكراب نرفكٛش انُاقذا احرٕاء ْزا انًُٓج عهٗ عُاصش

احذًْا  ذى اجشاء ًُا ذى جًع انثٛاَاخ انثإَٚح عٍ طشٚق اعرثٛاٍَٛتٛ Select Readingsانًُٓجٙ

ٔأشاسخ انُرائج انٗ أٌ .هرفكٛش انُاقذتٓذف انكشف عٍ فًٓٓى ن ثحرخشذى ذٕصٚعّ عهٗ انطهنهًذسعٍٛ ٔاال

ٚحرٕ٘ عهٗ يعظى يٓاساخ انرفكٛش انُاقذ فٙ انًغرٕٖ انًرٕعظ Select Readingsانكراب انًُٓجٙ

,ٔيع رنك,فأٌ ذٕصٚع ْزِ انًٓاساخ غٛش يرٕاصٌ. ٔتانرانٙ ٚجة أٌ ٚكٌٕ  اَشطرّٕٓو فٙ ذصُٛف ته

 ٍٛعهطد َرائج االعرثٛاَ.ىدٔس انًذسعٍٛ ْٕ ذٕظٛف ذهك انًٓاساخ فٙ اسشاداخ انرذسٚظ انخاصح تٓ

عهٗ ذصٕساخ انًذسعٍٛ ٔأنطهثح نًفٕٓو انرفكٛش انُاقذ ٔكشفد انذٔسانز٘ ٚفرشض اٌ ٚقٕو تّ انضٕء 

أعالو  ٌٕ  يٍ أجم ذطٕٚش انرفكٛش انُاقذ نهطهثح.يٍ انرٕصٛاخ انرٙ رخشجد تٓا انشعانح ْٙانًذسع

 ًجال.أجشاء أنًضٚذ يٍ انثحٕز فٙ ْزا انح انرفكٛش انُاقذ ٔأنًذسعٍٛ ٔيصًًٙ انًُاْج تأًْٛ

  (.، انًُٓج ، ارخرٛاس انقشاءاخ يرٕعظ ، ذصُٛف تهٕوانرفكٛش انُقذ٘)انكهًاخ انًفراحٛح : 

1. Introduction 

        The process of teaching and learning has witnessed 

adramatic change in many countries.This reshuffle has launched 

several important concepts and one of which is Critical 

Thinking.The concept of critical thinking received the attention 

of many researchers.Those researchers have made several 

attempts to utilize or encourage the inclusion of critical thinking 

within the curriculum for its importance in effective thinking 

which constitutes and enhances the framework of the learning 

process,as Yaqoob (2021)reveals,andthat critical thinking 

evaluates the product of the learning process and elucidates 

what teachers do achieve inside their classes (p.71). 

          One of the ways of enhancing critical thinking is 

textbooks.Textbooks are considered the most prominent 
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components that are significant in teaching English 

language.Thus,textbooks are supposed to be used in an 

appropriate way to achieve its aimed learning objectives.To 

achieve this goal,textbooks need to be evaluated to mark the 

possible strengths and weaknesses,and according to this study, 

to find out the extent to which the reading comprehension 

textbooks at the university level utilize and contain critical 

thinking. Despite the significance of critical thinking to higher 

education,little research has been done on this topic especially 

in the Iraqi context.Therefore,the present study investigates the 

attainability of critical thinking skills in the reading 

comprehension curriculum at the Department of 

English,College of Arts,University of Basra.  

       This study is a replica of a Master thesis in Applied 

Linguistics submitted to the Department of English, College of 

Arts, University of Basra. The next subsections present the 

research problem, aims of the study, and the research questions 

that are raised to realize the aim of the study. 

2. Statement of the Problem  

The selection of the appropriate textbook that fulfills most of 

the aimed learning objectives is not an easy thing. Flippo and 

Caverly(2008) argue,a “clear distinction has to be made in 

terms of the shift from reading didactic college textbooks to 
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trade books whose main role is to provoke argumentation at 

various levels,so that students arrive at personally as well as 

contextually defined understandings and conclusions regarding 

the material”(p.27).In order to achieve success in learning,the 

first step is to select the appropriate textbook, that is,one that 

promotes critical thinking skills since most teachers do not have 

either time or ability to develop their own teaching 

materials.Prescribed reading comprehension textbooks for 

college learners should set the basic critical thinking skills’ 

concepts because learners while reading comprehension texts  

do not only understand words and phrases within the texts; but 

they also go beyond the meaning of sentences“the writer’s 

intended meaning”.Thus,the reader is expected to read what is 

between the lines (Herber, 1978, p. 45). 

         To read between the lines entails inference of what is 

beyond mere words or sentences, it means to be involved in a 

process of critical reading which is a dynamic constructive 

activity where the reader’s background knowledge is the core of 

interest. This background knowledge is utilized to construct 

meaning on the basis of the information provided by the author 

(Kabilan et al,2010,p.128).In addition,the key contributor in 

this activity is the mind of the learner where the major cognitive 

activities are conducted.The mind needs to be developed and 

trained for thinking skills. One way of developing the mind is 
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education, according to Paul and Elder (2014, p.374), and that 

education should promote student’s reasonability by developing 

the disposition of inquiring teachers’ and students’ justified 

beliefs (Paul and Elder,2014,p.405) 

    In brief,based on the positive relation between critical 

thinking and reading comprehension investigated by many 

studies and in order to develop critical thinking faculty of 

college students and produce active learners, it is significant to 

employ critical thinking skills within textbooks, and in turn to 

raise students’ critical thinking consciousness. 

3. Objectives of the Study: 

The study is conducted to investigate the following objectives: 

1.To analyze and to see whether or not reading textbooks 

prescribed for university level students utilize critical thinking 

skills. 

2.Toexamine the teachers’ and students’ 

perceptionsregardingcriticalthinkingskillsinthereadingtextbooks

. 

3.Itishopedtobe of great benefit to students, researchers, 

teachers and curriculum designers. 
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4. Research Questions:  

Based on the statement of the problem given earlier, the 

study is guided  

by the following two major questions:  

4.1.Text: 

a.To what extent do the reading textbooks prescribed for 

learners at the university level promote critical thinking 

skills? 

4.2.CriticalThinkingPerception: 

a.Howdothe university professors conceptualize 

theterm“criticalthinking”andusethisskillasamediumofinstructi

on? 

b.How do students conceptualize critical thinking? 

5.CriticalThinking:Definition and Structure 

Todefinecriticalthinkingisdefinitelyataskthat is surrounded by 

challenges.Thischallengingcharacteristicstemsfromitsinterdiscip

linarynatureforavarietyoffields of knowledge like 

philosophy,psychology and education. 

Therefore,criticalthinkingcannotbedefinedpreciselyandbyreview

ingliteratureoncriticalthinkingahostdefinitionscanberevealed. 

Added to that, the way scholars conceive the concept of critical 
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thinking will definitely determine how they apply it (Al Maliki, 

2010, p.5).  

CriticalthinkingforHalvorsen(2005)isnotaneasytobedefinedsinc

eitmeansdifferentthingstodifferentpeopleinavarietyofdifferentcu

lturesandcontexts.However,instructorscanmakeuseofsomeofits

major elements in their classrooms. 

Whenengagingincriticalthinkingmeanstothinkcriticallyaboutani

ssueandtoconsiderthat issue from various 

perspectives,tolookatandchallengeanypossibleassumptionsthatm

ayunderlietheissueandtoexplore its possible substitutions(p1). 

AccordingtoCottrel(2017,p.1)Criticalthinkingisacognitiveproce

ssthatis related to the use of the 

mind.Tolearnthinkinginacritical, 

analyticalandevaluativewaysmeansdefinitelytheuseofmental 

processes like categorization, judgment and selection, 

thus;critical 

thinkingisanabilitythatcanbegrownupinpersonssincemanypeople

whohavethepotentialtodevelopcriticalthinkingmoreeffectivelyca

nbepreventedfromdoingthatforreasonsamongwhichisthelackofth

isability. 

Menkes(2005)alsoconsiderscritical thinking as a cognitive 

skill,thisskilldeterminestheextent to which someone 

collect,processesandappliesinformationsotheycanidentifythebest
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waytoreachaspecificgoalornavigate a complex situation (p3).In 

the same vein, Sternberg(1986) depicts critical thinking in 

thementalprocessesandstrategiesusedbypeoplewhentheyaimatso

lvingproblemsormakeanydecision,orwhentryingtolearnnewconc

epts. Critical thinking for him is a tool of learning(p.2). 

In addition to that, 

criticalthinkingisbothcognitiveandpsychologicalabilitythatincre

asestheprobabilityofdesirableoutcome.Itisthatkindofthinkingthat

is engaged in solving problems,calculating,formulating 

inferences,likelihoodsandmakingdecisions(Halpern,2003,p.6). 

In another perspective, Facione (2011)defines 

criticalthinkingasathingthathasapurpose like proving some 

points,explainingthemeaningofsomethingortryingto solve 

problems(p.4).Therefore,whenapplyingcriticalthinkingoneisabo

uttofulfill an aim or get something solved,which means to find 

outwhethersomethingispartlytrueornotatall(Hughes,2014, 

p.2).This leads to the fact that 

whenreachinganytruthitisimportanttoapplycriticalthinkingwhich 

is the use of rational 

skills,valuesandworldviewsinordertobecloseaspossibletothetruth

(Gabennesch,2006, p.63). 
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Thefieldofeducationreceivesitsportionofcriticalthinkingwhenthe

shiftfromacquisitionoffactstotheprocessofthinkingisemphasized

byscholarslikeLipman(1988,p5)wheretheaimistomake students 

think for themselves.Criticalthinkingisrelated to all educational 

aspects,research,curriculum 

developments,parentsofstudentsandusingevaluatinginformationi

naneffectiveway(Beyer,1985ascitedinJuniardi,2018:p38).Withi

n the borders of 

education,Liaw(2007)definescriticalthinkingastheusingofinform

ation,experienceandknowledgeoftheworldinawaythatgivesanop

portunitytoEFL students to seek alternatives,pose 

questions,make inference and solve 

problems,aprocessthroughwhichanunderstandingisachievedina

manycomplexways(p.5). 

 

5.1.TheSignificanceofCriticalThinkinginEducation 

Criticalthinkingisidentifiedasasignificantandamajoracademicasp

ect(Bruce,2020,p.8).Thegoalofeducationistonourishtheindividua

landhelphiminrealizinghisownfull potentialities (Lyer, 2019, 

p.2). According to 

Emir(2009)educationshouldleadstudentswhoarecharacterizedas

being qualified in the right way, ashowtolearnandwhattolearn. 

Added to that, while studentsareinvolved in the educational 
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learning process theywilldefinitelymanifesttheircritical thinking 

abilities(p.1). Thus, 

itbecomesverysignificantthatoneofthemainaimsofeducationistod

evelopcriticalthinkingskillsofstudentswhichisconsideredtobeace

ntralaimofcontemporaryeducationapproaches(Lyer,2019,p.3). 

The role of education can be traced inLipman’s and Paul’s 

views. Lipman (2003) considers 

themainobjectiveofeducationis“theproductionofeducatedpersons

”andcitizenswhoarecharacterized by well reasonableness (p.11). 

Moreover,Paul(1986)statesthat“educationfortheinquiringmind”i

stheultimateoutcomeandcoreofeducation, 

andthattherationalmindisthatone which is capable of analyzing, 

synthesizing,gatheringandassessing information (p1). 

Therefore,itisimportanttoteachcriticalthinkinginthecourseofteac

hingdiscipline knowledge (Pithers and Soden,2000,p.241). 

Accordingly, to achieve any progress in the educational field 

enhancing students’ critical thinking is a major requirement. 

 

5.3.BenjaminBloomTaxonomy  

Bloomtaxonomy a 

isconsideredtobethemostinfluentiallearningschemeintheeducatio

nalpsychologyalthoughitisnottheonlyhierarchicalschemeintheer

a(Callister,2010,p.196).Ithasbeendemonstrated into three 
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domains, as Bloom(1956,p.7)revealed:The cognitive 

domain,the affective domain and the psychometric 

domain.Themostsignificantisthecognitivedomain which 

contains objectives that deal with knowledge recall and skills’ 

development. 

Thisdomaindivideslearningactivitiesintosixcategories.Those six 

categories 

are:Knowledge,comprehension,application,analysis,synthesis,a

nd 

evaluation.Thosecategoriesexceptknowledgeareknownas“skillsa

ndabilities”. 

Inthe1990sLorinAndersonwhoisaformerstudentofBloomupdate

dthetaxonomyinordertoaddrelevanceforstudentsand teachers of 

the 21th 

century.Theupdatedversionmakeschangestoterminologyandleve

l.Forterminology,nounsintheoldversionbecomeverbssinceverbsd

escribeactionsandthat thinking is an active 

process.Knowledgeischangedtoremember, evaluation becomes 

evaluate, comprehension and synthesisbecometo understand 

and to 

create.Incaseoflevelchange,evaluationchangeditsplacetotheseco

ndfromthebottomintheupdatedversion(MooreandStanley,2010,p

.5).The shift in terminology and level in the taxonomy is shown 

in Figure (1) 
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(https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-

skills/blooms-taxonomy-revised/) 

          Those six categories in the revised Bloom taxonomy as 

Anderson and Krathwohl (2001p.30) reveal are as follows: 

Remember, understand, apply, analyze, evaluate and create. 

Remembering is defined as retrieving related knowledge from 

long term memory. Understand means to construct the meaning 

of instructional messages, those messages include oral, written 

and graphical communication. The apply category is defined as 

using or carrying out a conducting in certain situation .Analyze 

means to break materials into its component parts and to 

https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-skills/blooms-taxonomy-revised/
https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-skills/blooms-taxonomy-revised/
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determine how those parts are associated with one another and 

to the whole structure as well. Evaluate is defined as making 

judgment on the basis of certain criteria or certain standard. 

And finally, create means to put elements together in order to 

form a new coherent whole or to form an authentic product.  

6. Review of Related Studies: 

Since critical thinking is considered as an integral component 

within the educational process, many researchers have been 

very interested to conduct their research in this domain in order 

to improve and modify materials and in turn to foster critical 

thinking skills for students and integrate those skills within the 

teaching techniques for the aim of facilitating the learning 

activity. 

       It is a well worth area of study,however most research in 

this concern explores the relation between critical thinking and 

the learner’s performance and how reading comprehension is a 

fruitful mine for teaching those skills; and few research was 

conducted to reveal the manifestation of critical thinking skills 

within textbooks especially in the Iraqi context.  

       Fatima M. Alul’s thesis (2000) Analyzing English Textbook 

Questions for the Elementary Eighth Grade in Palestine Based 

on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Goals at its Cognitive 

Domain intended to evaluate the instructional questions in the 
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8
th

 grade English textbooks utilized in Palestine in the academic 

year 1999 to 2000 by utilizing  Bloom’s Taxonomy as a model 

for the analysis.The resultshowed that there is a majority of 

lower level questions in the textbook under investigation which 

is common with the findings of the present study.Moreover,an 

article by Reza Zabihi (2011)entitled An Investigation of 

Critical Reading in Reading Textbooks:A Qualitative Analysis 

attempted at evaluating and discovering what is inside the 

textbooks and exploring the extent to which reading textbooks 

meet the standard of developing critical reading.The findings 

revealed that whether a specific textbook fosters critical 

thinking and in turn critical reading, is a matter of the types of 

tasks, materials and exercises and not a matter of the way the 

instructor takes over the class and presents a variety of tasks 

and strategies. 

       Additionally, AyatAbd Al-Qader Ahmed Saif conducted a 

studyentitled Evaluating the Higher Order Thinking Skills in 

Reading Exercises of English for Palestine Grade 8 in 2012 

investigating higher order thinking skills in reading 

exercises.She evaluated higher order thinking skills in the 

reading exercises in grade 8 textbook by utilizing two tools of 

data collection which are a content analysis card and a 

structured interview. The findings revealed that the skills are 
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not well distributed in the student book nor in the work book, 

which is consistentwith the findings of the present study. 

Finally,in 2020 HaderKubashiBariha and GaidaaFahmieYousif 

made a study entitled An Investigation of the Impact of Critical 

Thinking Skills Instructions of the Iraqi EFL Learners’ Reading 

Comprehension Proficiency at ThiQar University.This study 

investigated the effect of teaching critical thinking skills in the 

university on the reading comprehension proficiency.The 

findings of the study revealed certain implications for all 

university professors, teachers, instructors, all members of the 

educational system and policy makers in Iraq.The study 

concluded a significant relation between critical thinking skills 

and EFL learners’ reading comprehension and that critical 

thinking definitely has a positive impact on student’s 

proficiency in reading comprehension at the university level. 

        It becomes significant to clarify those skills for both 

learners and teachers when they are already existed within the 

textbook and integrated within its design. Based on the findings 

of the last study of HaderKubashi and GaidaaFahmieYousif,it 

seems very important to conduct such a study that investigates 

the utility of critical thinking skills in the university reading 

comprehension textbooks in order to reveal what is beyond the 

textbooks concerning critical thinking skills,and give 
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recommendations for curriculum designers and teachers to 

employ those skills 

7.Research Methodology  

Thissectiondescribesthemethodologyandproceduresutilizedin 

this study.Itdescribesthe research type and its 

design.Italsoincludesdescriptionofdatacollectioninstrumentstoge

therwithdescribingthedataanalysisprocessemployed in this 

qualitative research that can best answer the research questions. 

7.1ResearchDesign 

The methodology of this study stems from a qualitative 

inquiry.In order to investigate the research questions, the 

researcher triangulated three sources of data:Textbook,teachers’ 

views and students’ perceptions.The design of the study is a 

qualitative descriptive analytical one in order to get a 

comprehensive understanding of the attainability of critical 

thinking skills in the reading comprehension textbooks’ content 

and how teachers and students conceptualize those skills since 

it aims at, according to Creswell(2008) “investigating detailed 

rendering of people,places,or events in a setting in a qualitative 

research”(p.254). Furthermore,as two major components to the 

research questions center on the way critical thinking is 

conceptualized for teachers and students as well,two attitudinal 

surveys are developed via questionnaire to investigate how 
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those participants conceptualize those skills.The study is highly 

qualitative in nature.Qualitative research is conducted since “we 

need a complex detailed understanding of the issue” 

(Creswell,2013,p48). 

7.2 .Data Collection Methods  

        A variety of tools are utilized to collect data and 

information to address the research questions.The tools include 

the analysis of the activities of the textbook Select Readings 

Intermediate (Chapters 5, 6 and 7)according to the cognitive 

domain of Revised Bloom taxonomy.Questionnaires were also 

administered to teachers and students as well to explore their 

perception of critical thinking skills.The activities of the 

textbook Select Readings Intermediate are analyzed and 

classified according to the cognitive domain of Bloom’s revised 

taxonomy.The researcher read the selected chapters of the 

textbook deeply, extensively and carefully. The researcher 

utilized descriptive analysis as a qualitative research technique 

to collect data from the textbook. It is noteworthy that exercises 

in any textbook are not in the form of questions rather they are 

instructions that lead students to do a variety of activities. 

Those activities, Igbaria and Assaly (2014) argue, play an 

important role in developing students’ thinking skills. In 

addition, one way through which students develop higher levels 
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in thinking is the activities, and for that reason the essential role 

of the textbook is to develop students’ skills of thinking that is 

why the analysis will be achieved on the exercises of the 

textbook. 

Moreover, the rationale behind achieving the analysis on the 

activities is that the questions’ level in textbooks according to 

Andre (1979,p.281-282) should target learners’ cognitive 

processes. Therefore, activities should direct thinking processes 

with objectives like recalling, recognizing, paraphrasing or 

examining new materials by using comprehension and 

application questions; together with analysis and evaluation 

questions.Those levels correspond with the hierarchical levels 

of Bloom taxonomy. Therefore, a coding scheme is developed 

to code the activities of Select Readings in terms the existence 

of verbs of each level of Bloom’s revised taxonomy and the 

frequency of each critical thinking level is calculated. 

 

            According to Shrum and Glisan (2010)every level of the 

revised taxonomy is bounded with certain action verbs.They 

developed a chart based on the Revised Taxonomy including 

those action verbs for each level of thinking(p.79). The 

researcher adapted the following chart from: Shrum and Glisan, 

2010(based on Bloom Revised Taxonomy Planning 
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Framework,http://www.kurwongbss.qid.edu.au\thinking\Bloom

\bloom.htm).The verb groups are shown in Table.1 

Table(1): Shrum and Glisan Framework based on revised Bloom 

Taxonomy 

Bloom’sL

evel 

 

Defini

tionof

Level 

ActionVerbsBoundedinEachLevel 

 

 

Remember  

 

 

 

 

 

To 

recogni

ze and 

recall 

learned 

materia

l  

 

 

Memorize, Relate,Define ,Describe, Discover, Listen, 

Know, Recite, Example ,Choose, Review, Record, Label, 

List, Match, Find, Group, Recognize,Locate , Match, 

Name, Give, Show, Reproduce, Repeat, Retrieve, 

Read,Cite, Select, Sort, State, Write, Outline, Tell, Say, 

Scan, Preview, arrange, Complete, Mean, Ask ,Identify, 

Look, Connect, Acquire,and Underline 

 

 

 

Understandi

ng 

 

 

 

 

To 

make 

sense 

of 

materia

l  

Discuss, Describe, Explain,Outline, Demonstrate 

Understanding of, Interpret ,Paraphrase, Relate ,Predict, 

Restate, Show ,Distinguish, Illustrate, Rewrite, Convert, 

Defend, 

Comprehend ,Distinguish, Estimate ,Explains ,Extend, 

Generlize, Reorganize, Observe,Research,Retell Give an 

example, example, Infer, Identify,Think,Ask,Know,Scan 

details,Summarize, Associate,Give an Idea and Report. 

 

Applying 

 

 

 

To use 

learned 

concept

ion and 

materia

ls to 

complet

Excuse, Practice, Interpret, Make, Apply, Operate, 

Discover, Change, Draw ,Demonstrate ,Implement, 

Modify, Calculate ,Collect ,Use, Solve, Sequence 

 

Interview, Record, Report,Sketch, Teach, ,Prepare 

Use guides, maps and charts, Compute, 

Construct,Manipulate, Classify, Categorize,Roleplay, 
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e new 

tasks 

Choose, Practice, Write and Produce. 

 

Analyzing 

 

 

 

 

To 

break 

down 

informa

tion to 

smaller 

parts in 

order to 

underst

and it. 

Compare, Separate, Contrast, Survey, Arrange, 

Analyze,Classify, Deconstruct, Deduce, Differentiate, 

Distinguish ,Dissect, Infer, Integrate, 

Investigate, Organize ,Outline, Paint, Report,Research, 

Survey, Select, Separate, Solve, Structure, 

Subdivide, Detect, Order,Criticize, Diagram, 

Categorize,Relate, Debate, Question,Inquire, Test, 

Discriminate,Breakdown,Identify, Illustrate,and Select. 

 

 

 

Evaluating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To 

judge 

the 

value 

of an 

idea or 

materia

l by 

develop

ing 

specific 

criteria 

or 

applyin

g 

certain 

 

Standar

ds or 

criteria 

 

Appraise, Assess, Consider, Check, Criticize,Critique, 

Debate, Discuss, Experiment,Evaluate 

Give Opinion, Judge,Prioritize, Recommend,  Relate 

Summarize, Test, weigh, Compare, Conclude, Contrast, 

Defend, Describe, Discriminate,Explain 

Interpret,Justify, Support, Score, Revise, Measure, Decide, 

Probe, Argue ,Conclude, Infer, Determine, Tell why , 

Guess and Choose. 

 

Creating To put 

informa

tion 

and 

 

Compose, Construct, Create, Design Devise, 

Estimate,Forecast, Generate ,Hypothesize, Plan 

Imagine,Infer, Invent, Make, Produce, Role play, 
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ideas 

togethe

r in 

order to 

develop 

certain 

idea or 

to be 

engage

d in 

critical 

thinkin

g 

Rearrange parts,Present, Propose,Transform, Write 

Imagine, Organize, Predict, Compile, Revise, 

Improve, Produce, Develop, Formulate, Combine 

Categorize, Reconstruct, Relate, Rewrite, Modify 

Summarize, Tell, andWrite . 

 

 

     Based on this table, a coding scheme is developed by the 

researcher and it is designed to code each cognitive level 

separately in all exercises in each chapter on the basis of verbs 

existence. 

Table(2): Coding Scheme based on Bloom Revised Taxonomy 

Title of Exercise Existing verbs in Level 

  

  

Total No. of 

Verbs  

 

 

Besides, the other data collection tool is utilizing two 

questionnaires; one 

isadministeredtoteacherstoseektheiropinionsaboutcriticalthinking.I

talsoexaminedwhetherteacherswereawareoftheimportanceofintegr

atingcritical thinking skills into curriculum. 
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Theotherquestionnaireisadministeredtostudentsaswelltoseektheirp

erceptions about critical thinking skills
1
. 

Themajorityofthequestionswereopenendedquestionswithcloseende

dquestions. The close ended questions could help in avoiding bias 

and subjectivity while the open ended questions,according to 

Dornyei(2003,p.47) could lead to perspectives that were not 

predicted before.The questions have 

beendevelopedbytheresearcher and the supervisor withreference to 

available related literature. The content of both questionnaires 

were checked by the supervisor. The teachers’ sample is the 

professors at the Department of English, College of Arts, 

University of Basra. The participants are seven teachers. While 

the population of the students is the second and third 

year(morning classes)(13 males and 30 females) at the department 

of English, College of Arts, University of Basra who enrolled in 

the academic year 2021-2022. The aim behind this selection is 

that students at this level are expected to have a view about the 

subject under investigation and for reasons of majority. 

 

                                                           
1
The primary questionnaire  data is accessible via the following links: 

a. Teachers’ questionnaire:(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GF3jTFq-kQc-
xa97wTpVOVytzRoN-NuL/view?usp=sharing 

b. Students’ questionnaire 

:https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KshWo2i56Omd8ZAlJlVEp7nrG2sW-
En9/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GF3jTFq-kQc-xa97wTpVOVytzRoN-NuL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GF3jTFq-kQc-xa97wTpVOVytzRoN-NuL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KshWo2i56Omd8ZAlJlVEp7nrG2sW-En9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KshWo2i56Omd8ZAlJlVEp7nrG2sW-En9/view?usp=sharing
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7.3.DataAnalysis 

Data were analyzed as follows: 

1.To answer research question number one activities in each 

chapter of the textbook is analyzed according to the cognitive 

domain of Revised Bloom taxonomy.Chapters were analyzed 

on the basis of the six levels of Revised Bloom taxonomy. 

Those categories are labeled as:1)Remembering 

2)Understanding 3)Applying 4)Analyzing 5)Evaluating and 

6)Creating.Each coding category involves examples of each 

level from the analyzed exercises on the basis of key verbs that 

represent the cognitive domain of each level of thinking. In 

order to make the data more manageable, data were represented 

in tabular forms which could facilitate judgment in terms of 

critical thinking attainability within the textbook exercises. 

Percentage and frequency in each table is provided. 

2.Toanswerresearchquestionnumbertwothedataobtainedfromthe

questionnaires 

wereaddressedbyanalyzing,describingandcategorizingintomajor

themestotracethecandidates’levelofperceptionofcriticalthinking. 

8.Results and Discussion 

        Below is a discussion of the obtained results from the 

analysis of the guiding research questions of the current study. 
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1 .Text: 

a. To what extent do the reading textbooks prescribed for 

learners at the university level promote critical 

thinking skills? 

       The researcher provided the answer for the first research 

question by analyzing the textbook of Select Readings 

Intermediate.The chapters selected for the analysis are:Chapter 

5,6 and 7.The analysis of the selected data intended to figure 

out whether thistextbook of Select Readings utilize and promote 

elements of critical thinking.The researcher analyzed the 

textbook on the basis of the attainability of critical thinking. 

           The results showed that all the selected chapters of the 

textbook have implemented the six levels of Bloom’s 

taxonomy. However, the distributionof those levels is not 

balanced.In each chapter there is a dominant level of the 

cognitive skills. The most dominant level is 

(Remembering).The remembering level constituted (31.5%). 

The results revealed the fact that the reading comprehension 

exercises focus on asking students to retrieve and recall 

previous information and background knowledge with no 

emphasis on engaging students to think critically due to the 

inequality distribution of the six levels of Bloom’s taxonomy in 

each chapter of the textbook. The below table illustrates the 
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distribution of the levels of thinking throughout the three 

chapters of the textbook of Select Readings. 

 

Table 

(3):CriticalThinkingSkillsDistributioninIntermediatelevel 

Cognitive level  Frequency Percentage  

Remembering 45 31.5% 

Understanding  27 18.9% 

Applying  21 14.7% 

Analyzing  17 11.9% 

Evaluating  20 13.9% 

Creating  13 9.1% 

Total  143 100% 

 

2.Critical Thinking Perception 

a. Teachers’critical thinking perception 

The findings from the qualitative data of teachers’ questionnaire 

showed that most instructors were capable of defining critical 

thinking, yet they refer to some skills and abilities that, as they 

thought, were related to critical thinking. However, they didn’t 

define critical thinking precisely and in its general terms. This 
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means that instructors did have some idea about what critical 

thinking is,yet, this notion is limited to some skills that they 

thought constitute critical thinking. Another worth noting 

finding is that teachers’ ability of elaborating on their 

definitions of critical thinking is ranging from referring to some 

skills and examples to a brief and superficial conceptualization 

of this term. 

       The findings also showed that instructors are aware of the 

importance of critical thinking in academia, however, some of 

them considered teaching critical thinking to students is not 

pivotal. In addition, instructors have a limited awareness ofthe 

role of the four language skills in promoting and enhancing   

critical thinking skills. Table (4) represents the major themes of 

teachers’ perception of critical thinking 

Table 

(4):Themes’SummaryofTeachers’CriticalThinkingPercepti

on 

Theme  Inst.1 Inst2 Inst3 Inst.4 Inst.5 Inst.6 Inst.7 

1.Critical 

thinking 

perception 

It is a 

way of 

thinking 

logically.  

A way of 

evaluatio

n based 

upon 

logical 

criteria. 

Using 

logic to 

solve 

proble

ms. 

The 

skill of 

analysi

s, 

evaluati

on and 

reflecti

on.  

Analysis and 

evaluation 

with respect 

to reason. 

A 

kind 

of 

ideas 

devel

opme

nt. 

Creati

vity 

and 

findin

g new 

ideas. 

2.The 

importance of 

CT in academia 

It helps 

students 

to 

It helps 

in 

educatin

It helps 

student

s to 

It helps 

student

s to 

It helps 

students in 

observing 

It 

helps 

in the 

It 

helps 

stude
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understa

nd any 

subject 

material. 

g 

students 

to be 

logically 

unbiased 

and 

objective

.  

control 

their 

speciali

zation 

and be 

creative  

reflect 

on 

content 

of 

course 

book 

and 

analyzing 

everything. 

field 

of 

know

ledge. 

nts 

not to 

be 

passi

ve. 

3.The 

significance of 

CT to students  

Teaching 

CT is 

importan

t but not 

necessar

y. 

I don’t 

know,it 

is beyond 

my 

subject. 

It 

should 

be 

integrat

e into 

all 

courses

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student

s have 

to learn 

CT to 

help 

them in 

analysi

s and 

evaluati

on. 

It helps 

students in 

analyzing 

and 

observing. 

It 

devel

ops 

differ

ent 

skills 

It is 

not 

impor

tant. 

4.The four 

language skills 

and CT 

Languag

e skills 

gradually 

promote 

CT. 

Any 

activity 

with 

analysis 

is CT. 

In 

order to 

control 

any 

skill 

one 

needs 

CT 

The 

four 

languag

e skills 

involve 

activiti

es that 

require 

CT 

It depends 

on the way 

of teaching. 

CT is 

inter

wove

n in 

langu

age 

learni

ng. 

Lang

uage 

skills 

do 

not 

alway

s 

prom

ote 

CT 

 

b.Students’conceptualizationofcriticalthinking 

       The results obtained from students’ questionnaire data 

revealed that respondents perceived critical thinking in three 

ways: The majority of students conceptualized critical thinking 

as a method of analysis, evaluation and problem solving.This 
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implies that critical thinking for them is a tool that helps in 

stimulating their thinking to reflect on any subject material. The 

other notion is that critical thinking is rational thinking that 

helps them in dealing with various subjects. Another responses 

consider critical thinking as a kind of knowledge, opinion and 

strong personality.Those results revealed that students 

developed a good comprehension of critical thinking although 

the students in the demographic part of the questionnaire 

revealed that they did not attend any critical thinking course 

whether before or during their study at college. Interestingly, 

some students perceive critical thinking as the skill of having 

opinions, that is, one way of achieving this goal is by critical 

thinking which corresponds with one of Facione’s(1990) 

definitions of critical thinking as a means to achieve the 

independence and autonomy of thought(p.92). Table(5) shows 

students’ conceptualization of critical thinking. 

Table(5):Themes’ Summary of Students’ Critical Thinking 

Conceptualization 

Theme Answer  No. of 

Students  

 Percentage  

1.Critical 

thinking 

perception. 

 

 

Analysis, evaluation and 

problem solving 

12 27.9% 

Criticism, knowledge, 

education and culture 

10 23.3% 

Opinion, design and 4 9.3% 
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strong personality  

Rational thinking  4 9.3% 

Critical reading  4 9.3% 

Irrelevant answer  9 20.9% 

2.The 

importance of 

learning critical 

thinking skills 

for students. 

 

Yes  

 

39 90.7% 

No  4 9.3% 

3.The 

employment of 

critical thinking 

in academia. 

 

 

 

It is utilized in every 

subject of study. 

 

15 34.9% 

It is used in 

understanding any 

reading text. 

 

 

10 23.3% 

It is used in analyzing 

,criticizing and judging 

on things . 

 

8 18.6% 

Critical thinking is 

utilized in solving things 

rationally and 

scientifically. 

 

7 16.3 

Irrelevant answer.  3 6.9% 

4.Languageskills 

and critical 

thinking 

promotion. 

 

 

Language skills are used 

in understanding and 

analyzing any reading 

text. 

16 37.2% 

It is utilized in promote 

communication and 

8 18.6% 
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learning vocabulary. 

It helps in getting more 

knowledge about 

language. 

 

7 16.4% 

It make easily to 

understand culture  

6 13.9% 

Irrelevant answer 6   13.9% 

9.Conclusions 

The study came up with the following conclusions: 

1.The reading comprehension textbooks at the university 

level,Select Readings Intermediate include many activities that 

call for the use of critical thinking skills.However,the majority 

of the content of the textbook meet the lower order 

skills:Remembering and understanding and less emphasis is 

paid for higher order skills: Analysis and evaluation. 

2.In order to improve the higher order skills,teachers could 

utilize questions that foster those skills. 

3.Students have to some extent a sufficient knowledge of 

critical thinking and they know some strategies of this concept 

and thereby they have to be introduced to various types of 

critical thinking strategies.They also acknowledged the 

importance of critical thinking in reading so they need to 

develop a comprehensive understanding of this concept and this 
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is the role of curriculum designers and teachers to review and 

evaluate their materials and syllabi every so often. 

4.Examining the teachers’conception toward critical thinking is 

significant to bridge the gap between theory of critical thinking 

and how it is practiced inside classes. 

5.Most of the teachers who participated in the survey have a 

limited conceptualization of critical thinking.Yet, they all 

consider including critical thinking into curriculum is 

significant and that they do utilize this skill in their teaching 

instructions.Also,some of them express the need for future 

training regarding teaching critical thinking in classrooms. 

6.The findings of the study could inspire syllabus planners to 

include critical thinking in their teaching plans and it could 

impress curriculum designers to select textbooks that stimulate 

students’thinking. 

7.This study had also confirmed some of the benefits that might 

be developed among students when learning critical thinking. 

8.Finally,it is important that students should not only know a 

specific textbook content rather they should obtain and know 

the cognitive skills that are necessary to deal with any tasks of 

any textbook material,that is,to be autonomous learners for 

future experiences. 
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10. Recommendations for Further Research 

1.Another research can be done to investigate critical thinking 

skills in Select Readings by utilizing Paul and Elder model of 

critical thinking. 

2.Another research can be done to observe real classes where 

reading comprehension textbooks are taught to see how 

teachers apply critical thinking in their instructions. 

3.Finally,the present study takes into consideration the opinions 

of a small number of teachers at the Department of 

English,College of Arts,University of Basra and the results are 

not to be generalized,thus, it is recommended to conduct a 

study utilizing a large number of teachers to examine their 

conceptions of critical thinking. 
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